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Welcome to East Cheshire 
 
East Cheshire Branch of The Pony 
Club was formed in 1960 and is 
part of The Pony Club Area 5.  
 
Membership of The Pony Club 
offers fun, friendship, training, 
events and competitions. Branch 
members benefit from being able 
to attend regular mounted and 
dismounted training sessions and 
rallies, residential and non-
residential camps and the 
opportunity to represent your 
branch at inter-branch and 
national levels. There are more 
than 43,000 Pony Club Members 
in Great Britain, and over 350 
branches.  

East Cheshire has a thriving 
membership with members 
ranging from age 3-25 years. We 
are a very active branch in Area 5 
and members can regularly be 
seen travelling across the county 
to represent the branch. Our 
record in Area competitions and 
championships is very successful 
but we also provide plenty of 
activities for members who are 
just starting out or not so 
competitive. We provide a full and 
varied calendar of events with 
something for all ages and 
capabilities. 

 
 

Aims of The Pony Club 
 

• To encourage young people to ride and learn to enjoy all kinds of 
sport connected with horses and riding  

• To provide instruction in riding and horsemanship and to instil in 
members the correct care of their animals  

• To promote the highest ideals of sportsmanship, citizenship and 
loyalty, thereby cultivating strength of character and self-discipline 

 

                           



Membership 
 
Membership is for any 
individual under 25 years old.  
A member's PC age is taken as 
the age they are on 1st January 
for competition throughout the 
year.  
 

The Pony Club's year runs from 
1st February to 31st January 
the following year. Each year renewal forms are sent out and if not 
returned by the end of February, membership ceases and an old member 
must re-apply for membership and does not qualify for the Area teams. 

 
Parental Involvement 
 
The Pony Club is run by a hard-
working committee of volunteers. 
We rely upon the help of parents, 
grandparents, carers or older 
members to run the wide variety 
of competitions we organise each 
year. 

All parents of East Cheshire 
members are required to 
volunteer for a full day's duty per 
member.  This can be made up 
either by full days or half days. 

 
 
Health & Safety & Child Protection 
 
East Cheshire works to strict Health & Safety rules under the guidance of 
our Health & Safety officer. All instructors are registered on The Pony Club 
instructor’s database and have all attended child protection training and 
have had a DBS check. 



Communication 
 

Website                       http://branches.pcuk.org/eastcheshire  
 

All information is published on our branch website. Please refer to the 
website for the complete fixtures list. All the details, schedules and entry 
details for fixtures are found on the discipline pages. Please check the 
branch website regularly as changes to rallies and events will be updated 
here. There is also a useful 'parents information' page with guidance for 
parents, in addition to the branch clothing list.  
 

Reports of events and photos of Pony Club activities can be posted on the 
website so please contact the webmaster is you have something to 
contribute.  
 

Email  
We send a large amount information to members by email. We find this a 
cost effective and quick way to stay in touch with members. It is important 
to let the secretary know if you change your email address.  
 

Facebook  
East Cheshire also has a Pony Club moderated Facebook page. This page is 
used mainly for photographs and branch news. All other information will 
be posted on the website. Search East Cheshire Pony Club to see the 
Facebook page. Click "like" to receive updates. 
 

Entries 
 

All our rally and competition dates are listed on the fixtures page on the 
website. To view further details (venue, entry fee/cap, organiser etc.) go 
to the appropriate discipline page.  
 

We now accept online entries and payment for most of our rallies via 
Entrymaster. Rallies accepting online entries will be noted on the fixtures 
list. Click on the link to be redirected to the online entry form.  
 

Alternatively, entries can be submitted on an East Cheshire Entry Slip, 
downloaded from the website. Send the completed entry slip and cap to 
the organiser before the closing date. Cheques should be payable to 
ECBPC. 



Working Rallies 
 

Rallies are group lessons of ridden 
instruction. Working rallies form the 
backbone of The Pony Club calendar.  
 

East Cheshire organises a number of 
working rallies each month ranging 
from general working rallies covering both flatwork and jumping to 
working rallies specialising in a specific discipline. All details can be found 
on the appropriate pages of our branch website.  
 

If you wish to be considered for a team in any discipline, you must attend 
regular rallies and at least 3 working rallies during the year. If you wish to 
be considered for camp, you must attend at least 5 working rallies during 
the year. Full details are found in the camp selection policy on the website.  
 

As different people attend different rallies, you may not always find 
yourself in the same group. Rally organisers will always endeavour to 
ensure the groups are with similar abilities, although this may not always 
be possible. In this case our instructors are very good at catering for 
different abilities. 
 

What to Wear 
The highest standards of turnout are 
expected at all fixtures and rallies.  You are 
not expected to plait for rallies but clean 
tack and well-groomed horses can be 
achieved by everyone.  
 

For what to wear at each type of fixture, 
see the separate 'What to Wear' leaflet.  
 

Branch Clothing  
 

East Cheshire has a range of branch clothing available to buy, including the 
royal blue sweatshirt, polo shirt and coat with the East Cheshire logo. 
Various other East Cheshire kit is available for horse & rider. Clothing is 
available to buy at general working rallies, or from Heather Pearson.  



Efficiency Tests 
 
The Pony Club offers a series of 
tests that encourage a member to 
improve their knowledge of riding 
and stable management. There are 
9 Pony Club Tests beginning with E 
up to the most difficult A test. After 
attaining a test, a certificate will be issued along with a felt disc to be worn 
behind the PC badge on your jacket. For more information about the 
Efficiency Tests, see the separate PC Efficiency Tests sheet. 
 
There are training courses organised throughout the year to train for and 
achieve The Pony Club Efficiency Tests. 
 
Achievement Badges 

 
The Pony Club has a wide selection of badges 
that can be attained, ranging from grooming 
to camping, carriage driving to countryside 
access. A cloth badge is awarded once a 
member has met the required standard for 
the badge which can be sewn onto the PC 
sweatshirt.  

 
We have an active achievement badge 
programme with rallies at least once a month. 
Badge rallies are suitable for all with younger 
members working towards the mini achievement 
badges. On gaining 21 achievement badges, a 
special Gold Award is presented at Presentation 
Evening in November. 
 
               

 



Dressage 
 

We hold dressage rallies and training throughout the year with a range of 
fantastic instructors. Dressage rallies are suitable for all ages and abilities 
from beginners and lead rein riders to those competing at open dressage. 
We usually have two instructors 
working in separate arenas providing 
coaching for all levels. 
 
We hold various branch competitions 
throughout the year. All members are 
welcome. We also hold a Winter 
Dengie Dressage qualifier competition 
annually and send numerous teams to 
Area Dressage qualifiers in Summer. East Cheshire has a fantastic dressage 
record with riders and teams qualifying for the championships each year. 
 

East Cheshire also offers dressage to music, pairs dressage and a musical 
ride team so there is something for everyone. 
 
Show Jumping 
 

Show Jumping rallies are run regularly throughout the year with at least 
one being held every month. A range of instructors are used, including 
international riders. Rallies include tuition in all aspects of Show Jumping 
including jump-off technique and are popular among members. For the 
less experienced members, there are regular ‘beginners’ rallies. These are 
for all members jumping up to 2’3’’ including complete beginners and lead 
rein riders. 
 

We run three annual branch competitions at which points are tallied for 
end of year branch trophies. Classes run from cross poles to 1.05m. 
There are plenty of opportunities to ride on a team for the branch. Over 
the winter, East Cheshire participates in the Area 5 Winter League SJ 
series, starting at 2’3’’ for 10 & unders. East Cheshire also sends teams to 
Area SJ qualifiers in summer, with a number qualifying for the 
championships. 



Horse Trials (Eventing) 
 
Horse Trials are an all-round test of 
horse and rider involving dressage, 
show jumping and cross country. 
 
Regular cross country training is held 
over the spring and summer for all 
abilities and potential team members. 
Through the winter months, cross country technique rallies are held on 
the impressive all-weather cross country arena at Somerford Park Farm. 
 
There are a number of inter-branch competitions through the year and the 
area team competition, which runs at Open (1.10m), Intermediate (1m) 
and Novice (90cm). We host the area qualifier in conjunction with our 
annual ‘Cheshire Shield Horse Trials’ which attracts riders from across the 
country.  

 
Mounted Games 

 
Mounted Games involves speed, agility but 
most importantly accuracy. Members gain a 
great amount of team spirit as they urge 
each other on. At the top level ponies are 
highly trained, fast and riders are very 
proficient. 
 

East Cheshire has Senior and Junior mounted games teams. All members 
attend training on Wednesday evenings to practice for regular inter-
branch competitions. The teams have a large amount of success with the 
Senior A team qualifying for the championships for the past few years. 
Many junior team members have never done games before joining the 
team. Rallies open to all, including complete beginners, are held 
throughout the year so all members can come and have a go. 

 



Tetrathlon 
 
Tetrathlon is a challenging four phase event. The 
phases are: shooting using an air pistol aimed at 
targets, swimming based on distance covered 
within a certain time, a cross country run and 
riding over a cross country course.  
 
East Cheshire has a squad of members involved 
in tetrathlon. Team training is organised through 

the year. Over the Winter months, members compete is triathlons 
consisting of running, shooting and swimming.  
 

Polo, Polocrosse, Pony Racing, Endurance 
 
We do not currently offer training or have teams in these disciplines. 
However, if anybody has a keen interest in any of these disciplines, there 
may be chance to compete as an individual at inter-branch events or 
organise the discipline within the branch.  There is also an opportunity to 
try these disciplines as part of the achievement badge scheme.  
 

Area Qualifiers & National Championships 
 
The Area competitions are held at three levels in dressage, show jumping 
and eventing – Open, Intermediate and Novice. Those doing well at the 
Area competitions qualify for the National Championships in mid-August, 
held at Cholmondeley Castle in Cheshire. 
 
Details as to what is required at each level, in addition to full eligibility 
criteria and rules can be found in the appropriate rulebook. There is a rule 
book for each discipline and these can be purchased or downloaded from 
the PC website. 
http://www.pcuk.org/index.php/dcs_information/rule_books/  

 

http://www.pcuk.org/index.php/dcs_information/rule_books/


Camps 
 

The annual summer camps are for many members the highlight of the PC 
calendar. We are very fortunate to have the use of the international facilities 
at Somerford Park Farm to run our Junior and Senior camps. 
 

Senior Camp – 12 years and over 
Senior camp is residential for both 
children and horses. The days will 
consist of mounted instruction in 
small groups, in addition to a 
competitions day, farm ride and lots more. The camp ‘nightlife’ is a highlight 
for all with a homemade swimming pool, team challenges, relay games and 
plenty more. Members sleep in small groups in their horseboxes or tents.  
 

Junior Camp – 11 years and under 
Junior Camp is as Senior camp and run at the 
same time. Junior camp is non-residential for 
the children but residential for the ponies. 
Children are dropped off every day at approx. 
8.30am and collected at approx.. 5pm. Children 
should be capable of looking after their own 
pony, but each group is assigned an older 
member helper.  
   

Mini Camp – 10 years and under 
Minicamp is held especially for our younger and less-experienced members. 
It is held over a weekend at Smallwood Livery and is non-residential for both 
ponies and members. Members receive instruction in small groups with 
individual help for the very youngest and with 
plenty of organised fun activities including show 
jumping, games, handy pony, treasure hunt, 
badges and lots more. 
 

Area 5 16+ Camp  
Older members are invited to attend a camp 
together with members of other branches 
within Area 5. This is a good chance to make wider friends and receive 
specialist coaching. 



Branch Committee 2017 
 
Full details available on the website  
 
 
 

 
 


