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Dear Parents, 
 
Firstly we would like to invite you all to come to a meeting regarding all camp matters.  We would 
encourage all parents and children wishing to come to camp to attend this meeting.  Not only is it an 
opportunity for all the children to see the other campers that they will be staying with but for parents to 
meet the Intermediate camp organisers that will be looking after their children and ponies. It will be held in 
the ‘Mess’ at Littles Farm, Shalford on Tuesday 16th July at 7.00pm. It should last under an hour.  We also 
hand out the last few forms that must be handed in on the day you attend camp. A rota will also be 
available for you to view showing the days and times you have been allocated to help at camp. 
 
Thank you for your interest in Intermediate Camp. Please read all the camp information before applying for 
a place and also please make sure that your potential camper has read and understands all the 
information, so that they know what to expect and what we expect of them. 
 
Most of the rules applying to camp exist for safety reasons and are strictly applied. Please make sure that 
your child is aware of the rules and the reasons for them. 

 
The commitment we need from parents. 
If your child has not been to camp before, you may be wondering how much of your time it will take up. If 
your children are experienced Pony Club campers you will know that it can be time consuming for parents, 
but we hope it is also enjoyable! 
 
Firstly, there will be a camp set-up day on Saturday 27th July from 2pm for a couple of hours. 
We do need lots of help (adults and children) to set up the camp site and ensure everything is ready for the 
start of camp and we certainly would not be able to do it all ourselves. Please come into the barns first and 
find  Charlotte Gallian to find out what needs doing. This year we will be preparing the stable straw beds 
for the ponies in readiness for the next day. 
 
Secondly, the children will need some help from parents at the beginning and end of camp. They need a 
parent (or other responsible adult) with them on Sunday afternoon, until the pony has been trotted up for 



the vet; and they also need an adult to help them pack up on Friday afternoon from about 1.30pm. No one 
is allowed to leave until the site has been completely cleared up - usually about 4.00pm. 
During Friday afternoon, there will be a pause in the clearing up operation, for a mounted display and prize 
giving and your child will no doubt be pleased if you can be there to watch! 
 
Thirdly, in order to run the camp safely and efficiently we need a lot of helpers during the week and we 
feel it is only fair to expect all families to “do their bit”. We ask each family to provide an adult helper for a 
maximum of two “shifts” during camp. The daytime “shifts” are either 8am to 2pm or 2pm to 8pm. A night 
time shift is 8pm to 8am (but you are allowed to sleep for much of that time!) CRB checks are now 
necessary for all helpers staying overnight! 
 
Much, but not all of the work involves preparation and serving of food. 
 
If it is difficult for you to help personally, we are happy for any responsible adult, nominated by you, to 
help out on behalf of your family – maybe a grandparent, or older sibling (over 18 years).  
 
Members of the camp organising committee will be on site at all times. 

 
Visiting your children at camp. 
Of course you are welcome to visit your children at camp; however, except in an emergency, we ask you to 
restrict your visits to between 5pm and 7pm. It is not appropriate to visit the children during the day, when 
they are with their instructors. 
We have never had a problem with unwelcome visitors at any of our camps, but you will understand that 
we need to be vigilant. Therefore EVERYONE who visits camp must come into the mess and report to one 
of the organisers before going anywhere else on the site. You will be issued with a visitor’s badge and this 
will save embarrassment for you and for our staff and volunteers, who will be asked to challenge any 
unlabelled visitor whom they do not recognise! 

 
Children phoning home. 
No child is permitted to bring a mobile phone to camp. During recent years we have encountered 
occasional difficulties when campers had their own phones and called home when a problem arose, rather 
than speaking to the camp organisers. This worries the parents who are not on the spot to deal with the 
problem. Additionally, the camp organisers cannot help if they are unaware of the situation. Please do 
encourage your children to trust the camp organisers if they are in any kind of difficulty. Most problems 
can be sorted and forgotten in a very short space of time. Rest assured that we will contact you very 
quickly if your child (or your pony) really needs you – this is why we ask for all your contact details. 
 
Payment 
If you wish to apply for a place at camp please return the application form and the helpers form, to Sheila 
Harvey. You will also need to pay by Web collect £350. If you are able to make the whole payment now, we 
encourage you to do so as this will make the camp administration much easier. However if you wish to pay 
in two instalments, please pay £180 now and the remaining £170 on or before 1st July. 
Please note that you must pay on Web collect before you send your form off. We however will only accept 
your application complete once we have also received the application form. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Charlotte Gallian  
Intermediate camp organising committee member 


