
Page 1 of 3 

 

Fylde and District Branch 

 
 
 
 

 
March 2016 Newsletter 
Contents 

1. Upcoming Rallies 
2. Pony Club Brand Update 
3. Tests, Achievement Badges and Awards 
4. Horse & Pony Care Competition 
5. Showjumping 
6. Mounted Games 
7. Dressage 

 
Anna, Kirsty, Philippa, Vicky and I headed to Aintree at the start of this month to go to 
the Pony Club Annual Conference. It was a very inspiring day, and the big moment was 
when the new Pony Club logo and branding was unveiled. More about that below! 
 
March also saw the final heat of our Winter League Mounted Games competition. It is a 
friendly competition open to all branches and centres in Area 4- this month we had 20 

Pendle stormed their way to become Senior champions. It was a pleasure to host it and 
thank you all the volunteers who gave their time to make it such a success- it raises 
much needed funds to subsidise rallies, training and camps. 
 
Easter holiday school dates have proved to be tricky to fit around, with many schools 
being off at different times! 
 
Unfortun
the majority of our members are off the week before when she is off to the British 
Dressage Winter Championships at Hartpury- we wish her the best of luck! 
 
Camp is slowly filling up, please put your names down as soon as possible so we can 
arrange the correct number of instructors. We have lots of awesome activities planned, 
including a visit from Dengie Horse Feeds and a Polocrosse session, so I hope you can 
make it. (7th-10th August at Myerscough College). 
 
Details of all our upcoming events can be found on the branch website. 

http://branches.pcuk.org/fylde   
 

Sarah Barnes   Treasurer 

 
 
 

http://branches.pcuk.org/fylde
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Upcoming Rallies 
Mini Rallies have been a great success, and will be continuing on a monthly basis.  
 
There is a Mini Rally on 7th April (Thursday) for our lead rein riders, and for those confident 
to ride independently there is a Junior Rally on April 9th (Saturday).  
 
There is a Jumping Rally on 15th April (Friday). We will be limiting rides on jumping rallies 
to a maximum of six in a group- we would consider keeping groups down to a 
maximum of four but would have to increase the price from £10 to £15 to cover costs, 
please let us know if this is something you would like us to do in future, we always 
appreciate feedback from members and parents. 
 
For our Senior and more experienced members, we are finalising details for regular 
flatwork and jumping training over the summer- Watch this space! 
 
Horse & Pony Care Competition 
There is a qualifier for the national Blue Cross Horse & Pony Care Competition, on May 
22nd, at Beaumont Grange Farm, Slyne, Lancaster. It is a team competition, split into 
Junior (age 13 and under) and Senior (age 14 and over) sections.  
 
Teams of three members will make their way around different stations , each of which 
will compromise of a different topic. Ten minute and teams 
will be asked questions or to complete tasks. 
 
If this is something you would be interested in, please contact Sarah ASAP so we can 
arrange team training. 
 
Tests, Achievement Badges and Awards 
Congratulations to Zara, Grace R, Millie C, Georgia, Lucy and Holly D, who were awarded 
their Bronze 3 Achievement Award on 19th March.  
 
We are rolling out the Achievement Awards at rallies, you will be given a card with 
information about the test level you can work towards. We will also be setting dates for 
training and exams for the Progressive Tests soon. Watch this space! 
 
The Farming Badge  was very well attended, and we have plans for a visit to the 
Butterfly House at Williamson Park, Lancaster and Brockholes Nature Reserve in summer 
to do the Butterflies & Moths  and Birdwatching  badges, as well as covering the equine 
badges at rallies and at camp. 
 
Pony Club Brand Update 
At the Annual Conference 2016, The Pony Club unveiled a fresh new look! The new 
website is due to go live soon, and you can already visit a mini site showing a preview. 
 
The main thing that everyone has been talking about is the new logo! 
You can find it on the website and on our Facebook page, and the eagle eyed will have 
spotted it on the top of this newsletter and latest dates list. Let us know what you think, 
as it is the first time there has been a major change in 80 years! 
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The sweatshirts will eventually be changing too. Fylde will be retaining our royal blue and 
white colours for our clothing. We want to make it very clear that sweatshirts/ coats/ 
rugby shirts etc. with the traditional logo on will always be accepted. Many families 
hand down their Pony Club sweatshirts, and we appreciate that it would be costly to 
replace everything immediately!  
 
We do have a small stock of sweatshirts with the traditional logo on, these will be 
discounted to £10 for adult sizes and £7 for junior sizes. We also have one waterproof, 
insulated coat size 34, with the old logo on- contact Sarah if you wish to buy it. Once our 
current stock has been depleted, we will start to order in the new style sweatshirt. 
 
Show Jumping 
Holly Hudson and Zara Jackson both represented Fylde at the Junior Show Jumping at 
Pauls Farm, Leyland. They achieved great results and we  wait to see them out and 
about over summer.  
 
The next Winter League Show Jumping competition is at Osbaldeston EC on Saturday 
23rd April, fences will not exceed 100cm in the first round. 
 
If you are interested in competing please get in touch with Sarah- schedules can be 
found on the website, please note entry forms require a signature from the DC. 
 
Mounted Games 
We are always looking for members age 14 and under to take part in games! Games is 
great fun and helps riders develop their balance, confidence and build a relationship 
with their pony. Come to a practice to try it out, lead reins and beginners are welcome.  
 
While practices are quiet, we also welcome overage members to keep the cost down- it 
also allows our older members to develop their skills and practice for the occasional 
overage competitions.  
 
Kirsty Hudson is the contact for mounted games. The next practice is on April 29th, 6-
7pm at Myerscough.  
 
Dressage 
Schedules for competitions can be found on the Dressage pages of the website. Please 
note most competition entry forms require a signature from the D.C. 
 
There is a competition run by West Lancashire County at Thompson House Farm, 
Standish on April 10th. There are classes for all ages and abilities. A few people have 
expressed interest, so please get in touch with Sarah for more information or view the 
schedule online. 
 
Philippa Hamilton is available for semi private dressage training sessions- if we can pair 
members with similar ability they can practice tests together. Speak to Philippa B if this 
is something you are interested in! 
 
We hope to see you at a branch event in the future. 
 
Fylde & District Branch Committee 


