
Dear All,
My Goodness it seems to be Christmas again! Firstly a little update following 
our recent AGM.
Resigning officers on the committee were Nicky Cant, Lisa Paul and Pam 
Gustar.  I am hoping they can all come to our awards night so that we may 
thank them formally but I am sure you will all join in taking this opportunity 
also to thank them for their hard work and commitment for many years.
Joining our committee are Victoria Calder, Vykke Gill and Yasmin Brown.  New 
committee members bring new ideas and I am really looking forward to moving 
forward with them!
We have had a busy year but 2018 looks to be busier still! We will be getting our 
D of E schemes off the ground and will be looking to work with the Island 
Riding Centre who are hoping to become a Pony Club Centre. Huge thanks to 
Louise and Paul for letting us use the IRC as a base in the winter for rallies and 
for the enthusiasm they have for working with us! We’re going to be a good team 
:)
Some good new links made too - look out for an exciting February event in a 
brand new location - a truly unique experience to be had!
We have introduced ourselves to Keith and Kelly at the Foxhound Kennels and 
have agreed to work together to get our members their hunting certificates, this 
does involve some hard work at the kennels and a good sound knowledge of both 
the countryside code and the etiquette you should see out with the foxhounds. 
Having your certificate demonstrates that your masters and huntsman believe 
you to be knowledgeable and capable on the field.
What would you like to see in 2018? Do let us know? Hopefully see as many of 
you as possible at the awards night where we will reveal more of our plans for 
2018. Don’t forget if you wish to be on a team this year we must have received 
your renewal by 1st February! 
See you all soon :)
Kirsty 



Dear Members and families, 

How are we all enjoying the rain, mud and dark evenings?! Through winter we 
naturally loose a bit of motivation so I’m going to get you looking forward to spring 
by talking about show preparation. What does show preparation mean to you? Is it 
just bathing your horse, cleaning your tack and loading the lorry the day before an 
event? Or does preparation start months before? I am preparing for competitions with 
my pony constantly. Now I don’t mean I am competing week in week out so every 
day is literally a show prep day. I am however always thinking, is my pony fit enough 
if I decided to enter a competition in a couple of weeks or a months’ time? My show 
attire is put away clean ready for the next time and my tack is cleaned regularly. This 
makes for a much less stressful show day if you know it’s all more or less ready. 
When riding in my regular lessons I am pushed a little out of my comfort zone, to me 
that’s what training is about. I don’t compete at the level I ride at home, again it 
makes the show day much more relaxed. I compete within my comfort zone so I am 
confident and enjoy it. After all, it’s our hobby and it’s meant to be enjoyable. So 
what do you take with you to an event? I’ve comprised a list below of items I’d take 
with me if I was going show jumping. Would you have taken all this with you?
On the horse box: horse passport, water and buckets (for drinking and washing), 
haynet (filled with hay!), muck skip and fork, steps/folding mounting block, first aid 
kit for human and equine.
For the horse: leather head collar and lead rope, grooming kit, (hoof pick, sponge, 
and sweat scraper are vital, fly spray season dependant), stud kit (surface dependant), 
travel rug, cooler rug, light weight waterproof rug, fly rug (season dependant), travel 
boots, tail bandage, saddle (including stirrups and leathers, I’ve forgotten them 
before…!), saddlecloth, girth, bridle including martingale, tendon and brushing boots.
For the rider: riding hat, hairnet, hairbands, gloves, show jacket, show shirt, white 
breeches, riding boots, whip, money, water, snacks, change of clothes.
Over the Christmas holidays I’d like to see you discuss this on the Facebook page. 
Go into lots of detail! Write a list of everything you’d take with you for your and your 
horse/pony to compete at a one day event. Have I missed anything for going show 
jumping? My top tip for keeping nerves under control on show day is to remember to 
breathe and focus on only you and your horse/pony. What’s yours? Enjoy and 
MERRY CHRISTMAS EVERYONE!

Best Wishes for the festive season , see you all soon ,

Zoe 



Hi everybody , 
With Christmas on the way it will soon be time for Christmas themed 
snapchat selfies and lots of Christmas pony Facebook and Instagram 
pictures, (below is one of mine from last year) but here are a few things to 
think about to make sure you are staying safe and sensible online. 

• Does my social media/ App give out my location? It shouldn’t! Be careful to 
make sure you keep your location, address, email, school and mobile number 
private

• Check you privacy settings- know who can see what you post and how to 
remove someone if you need to

• Never agree to meet someone you don’t know 

• Be kind! Treat people how you would in real life, if something would upset 
you it might upset someone else

• If you are unsure about something you see online , or something upsets you 
tell someone, a parent or an adult you trust. 

If in doubt take the billboard test- think before you post, would you be happy 
to see it up on a billboard for family, school friends, everyone to see? 
Some useful links for advice 
Thinkuknow.co.uk
UK safer internet centre
Have a lovely Christmas, enjoy yourself and stay safe. Brenna

http://thinkuknow.co.uk/


I’d like to take this opportunity to wish everybody involved with the Pony Club 
a very Merry Christmas and a happy new year.
I’ve really enjoyed taking photos at various events this year and really looking 
forward to many more next year.
If anyone is stuck for ideas for Christmas presents how about a gift voucher 
for a photo shoot or a framed print or a nice canvas etc. 20 % off for Pony 
Club Members ! 
Just get in touch with me via my Facebook page.https://www.facebook.com/
K.Cant.photography/
Merry Christmas,
Kev x

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY :- 

Saturday 23rd December :- Pallet Christmas tree making and pre Christmas 
Social get together . £5 to decorate a pallet tree (limited spaces please book ) 
all welcome for a catch up / pre christmas coffee / mince pie 

Friday 29th December 12 noon :- Elf Hunt from Jubilee Car Park , 
Brighstone £10 per family or group of 4 

Kate Brooks will be doing a theory session at some point over the Christmas 
Holidays , I will let you know the details . If you are interested please do get in 
touch with me at isleofwight@pcuk.org 

Friday 26th January 6.30pm :- Awards evening , Lifeboat Pub , East Cowes 

Wednesday 31st January :- Membership expires …

Sunday 18th Feb :- Valentines event 

I have spoken to Cheryl Bezants and am arranging two dates for her to come 
over next year . 
Wishing you all the best for Christmas and the New Year ,
Sam 
Branch Secretary 

mailto:isleofwight@pcuk.org



