
Dear All - or at least those that haven’t melted……..

We have had a fabulous few months with clinics, rallies, shows and a games demonstration at the 
County Show!  It was lovely to see some different things with the pole clinic and the eventing.

Not long now till camps so those of you that haven’t yet got your name down and submitted your 
paperwork you need to get it to me!  We need to start thinking about the catering and practicalities 
so we need confirmed numbers please.

Don’t forget we have our rallies every Friday from 6-8 pm, everyone is welcome and it’s a really 
good opportunity to get to know everyone and with continuity comes real progress.  Its also an 
opportunity to ride your ponies in groups which makes shows a walk in the park as they’ll be used 
to the other horses and ponies and the occasional ‘pinging pony!’  Riding in groups also helps 
teamwork and one of my favourite things about our Pony Club is how supportive you all are if 
someone isn’t having an easy time or has a real pickle of a pony!  Pony Club is about more than 
just the riding, its the ethos of ‘Pony Club Spirit” it instills us that I can assure you stays with you no 
matter how old you get.  

I’ve had the opportunity to meet with the Organisers of the One Day Event at Osborne House 
which will be happening midweek in July 2018.  I have signed us up to volunteer at the event as I 
think it will a great learning opportunity and most of all it will be FUN!!  There will be 40 riders 
competing on 2 horses each completing all 3 phases in one day….but 40 horses each day so it will 
run for two days…..if that makes sense!  The whole course will be constructed, competed on and 
then removed without trace within 7 days, that will be worth seeing in itself!

It is with sadness that I have to tell you that Kate Pope has resigned as Assistant DC as she’s got 
her hands full with her children and horses.  Kate has agreed to still help us out where she can so 
we aren’t losing her altogether as her wealth of knowledge about the Pony Club is invaluable!  Zoe 
Cheek (Cactus Jack) has joined the committee to take on this role.  Turns out she missed us…….!

Congratulations to Sophie Benjamin, who teaches for us who recently passed her stage 2, the 
BHS exams are a really intense experience and it can make very together people go to pieces so 
well done Soph!

When someone teaches for the Pony Club there are lots of things they have to do, they need to 
have a first aid qualification, be trained in child protection and commit to regular training.  All of our 
instructors have professional qualifications or are working towards them and they do this so that 
you guys can have quality tuition in a safe and fun environment.  I think we are really lucky with the 
instructors we have and I’d like to use this opportunity to thank them for jumping through the hoops 
they have to to do this for us!

We’ve had a lot of help from a lot of people recently to keep our field ship shape so huge thanks 
too to Sam, Miriam, Paul, Steve, The whole Gill Family, Andy and of course Sue.

Keep cool and kick on guys :) Really hope to see lots of you at camp…….
Kirsty



So I'm back! Although I'm not sure I really left? 

In November my 3 years as Assistant DC was up and I decided not to put myself forward 
again. Last year I was super busy so made the decision what Pony Club was what had to 
give. Well how silly was I... are you ready for this? I MISSED YOU! 
I'm very excited to be back acting as the lead weight to the helium balloon that is your DC 
Kirsty Snodgrass. Looking forward to camps and enjoying the rest of the summer with you 
and your ponies!  Cactus x 

Thank you to everyone who has been attending the Friday night rallies.  Due to Adult 
Camp we wont be holding a rally on Friday 7th July.  During the school holidays we will be 
holding Friday night rallies on a ad hoc basis, this is due to camps and I will be arranging 
some full day rallies.  Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for further details of 
summer events.  The cross country rally was popular so I will be organising another XC 
session during a day rally. Look forward to see you all over the summer.  Please feel free 
to contact me if you wish to discuss anything.  Miriam x

Thank you to all of you who entered the Fun Show in May , we all enoyed the day and 
hope that you did too. We only had a small amount of the rain that was predicted which 
was good but I think a few of us still got thoroughly soaked !!! 
Congratulations to Poppy Hughes who won overall Champion . 

Best Wishes to you all , I hope you enjoy recieving your newsletter from the Isle of Wight 
Pony Club . We coudnt do it with out all of your support and help and look forward to 
seeing as many of you as possible at camp .
Sam , Branch Secretary 


