
Dear All ,

What a Summer! I say Summer …. Still waiting for the sunshine but what a great few months! 
Camps were fabulous , it was great to spend time with you and to see some new faces! Highlights 
for me were spending an early morning on the beach with my ride at Senior and the Juniors 
impressive musical ride! Huge thanks to all the people that help make camps happen ….it’s a lot of 
work but worth it when it all comes together. 

Congratulations to Lauren Byrne who rode a lovely clear round to qualify for the Dengie Area 
Showjumping . I am sorry that I didn't get to see the dressage people do their bit but Im sure Sam 
will talk about that. 

We took 2 teams across to Hampshire Hunt Branches One Day event in September and didn't they 
do us proud! Placings for Alisha and Kelsie in the 60cm and the whole team clear in the 
showjumping! The 80cm team had to battle some of the worst weather and ground which affected 
their performance, but they were so committed to soldier on….. True Pony Club spirit as they 
kicked on or rather waded through ! Well done guys !

Looking ahead to autumn and winter months I would like to see a focus on theory and horse care, 
lots of tests and badges achieved this summer and with dedication to the theory side next year we 
could see some C+passes I think?

Its been a challenging Summer with the weather but Im proud of what we have done. We have 
appealed for more committee members so do ask Mums, Dads, Aunts, Uncles or friends at the 
yard if they have any spare time they could give to help us to keep moving forward. We currently 
have a small but dedicated team who are working very very hard and it would be nice to lighten the 
load a little !

We are running a 16 + camp next year specifically for members over 16 years old with a minimum 
requirement of C test . If you would be interested in this please express an interest sooner rather 
than later so that we can gauge how popular this will be . 

I have enjoyed seeing so many of you out competing and flying the Pony Club flag …. from Charlie 
with his dressage , Kelsie at Dunsbury , Shannon at BE and Kristy  at the Area Eventing ! We are a 
very talented branch right now . 

Being part of the Pony Club is also about being a good citizen and doing what you can for others 
and because of that a few of us recently took art in the 24 hour Relay for Life event at Smallbrook 
Stadium in aid of Cancer Research UK.  The event raised £7000 which makes the blisters, 
exhaustion and inabiity to funtion for 48 hours afterwards worthwhile!  I will be honest, I completely 
underestimated how hard it would and was so very grateful to everyone that came and did some 



laps, supported us, donated or bought us Coffee!  The members that took part should find their 
fundraising badges in with this newsletter.

Keep up the good work team :) 

Kirsty 
District Commissioner                                                                                                 

Well I hope everybody has had a lovely summer with their ponies . I have with mine and its been 
great to be back on the committee! After a summer of fun for us all it’s easy to forget how hard our 
ponies work. Why not treat them to a massage or chiropractic treatment ? Or if thats not possible 
how about a horse owners massage course. I attended one earlier in the year and found it really 
interesting and useful . I received a small folder containing everything I had learnt so I can refer 
back to it . Massage is a great way of getting to know your pony so with the evenings drawing in 
and riding hours reduced why not give it a go . Don't forget carrot stretches are fun too !

Zoe ,
Assistant District Commissioner 

Hi everybody ,
Massive well done from me to the 2 teams that made it to Fairoak a few weeks ago . I want you 
much more organised next time !! I will look out for a date and a suitable event in the first part of 
next year . 
I think that all who competed in the Dengie dressage competition will all agree that the judge 
Douglas Hibbert was a complete delight and gave you all a few good pointers . Lisa has been in 
touch with him since in order to book days for him to come over and teach so keep an eye out for 
that or contact her if you are interested . I hope that if you qualified you will be able to get to the 
area event . 

Field shut down will be Saturday 7th October from 4pm and all day Sunday  8th October . Many 
hands make light work and all that so please come along if you can to give a hand ! 

Best Wishes ,
Sam ,
Branch Secretary 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARYS 

Tuesday 24th October - Badge day 11-1 Equine First Aid Achievement badge ,12 years plus 
                                                          1.30 - 2.45 Mini achievement badge , under 12’s 
Thursday 26th October - Mounted Rally - Westover , times to be confirmed 
Saturday 28th October - Pumpkin Hunt - Westover 

Awards night  26th Jan 2018 6.30 pm The Chequres Inn , Rookley 

Good Friday 30th March - Winter Woolies Show 

Wednesday 4th April - Easter Egg Hunt 

Bank Holiday Monday 28th May -Open Fun Show 

Saturday 16th June -Jumping Show 



Sunday 16th September- Express Eventing 

CAMPS -

16 +  2nd - 5th August 

Seniors  6th -11th August 

Junior  14th - 17th August 

Minis  18th - 19th August 

Adult Camps 5th -8th July and 6th - 9th September 


