
To quote from the Pony Club year book it's purpose is  
● To encourage young people to ride and to learn to enjoy all kinds of sport connected 

with ponies and riding  
● To give instruction in riding and horsemanship and to educate Members to look after and 

to take proper care of animals  
● To promote the highest ideals of sportsmanship, citizenship and loyalty to create 

strength of character and self-discipline 
 
The Tetrathlon rule book also states the following  
 
As a member of the Pony Club, I stand for the best in sportsmanship as well as in 
horsemastership. I shall compete for the enjoyment of the game well played and take winning or 
losing in my stride, remembering that without good manners and temper, sport loses its cause 
for being. I shall endeavour to treat my horse with consideration. 
 
I'm quoting these words to raise an awareness as recently two issues have been reported to me 
where the people involved didn't seem to be aware of the ethos of the Pony Club. 
 
The first one was where a child had to be spoken to regarding misuse of a stick and the abusive 
treatment of a pony.  
The second was where a competitor was verbally insulted by another competitor. 
 
Neither of these incidents would have happened if the people involved had acted in the spirit of 
the Pony Club. 
 
I'm very disappointed to think that a few of our members are behaving in a very unacceptable 
manner and bringing shame on the thousands of excellent Pony Club members and also on the 
name of the Pony Club. Such behaviour will not be tolerated so I am appealing to all DC’s, 
trainers, parents and officials to be vigilant in order to prevent further incidents. 
 
If you see or hear anything that concerns you please report it to the official in charge, your DC 
or to the Area 17 representative Mrs L Lowry. 
  
Helen  


