
Working dogs are used to regularly perform a task 
for the handler and have lots of energy. If you are 
considering any of these breeds as a pet you must 
make sure that they get plenty of exercise and training 
otherwise you may find them difficult to live with.

Shepherding breeds
These dogs help the farmer to round up animals and 
are particularly used to control sheep.  In the UK the 
breed most commonly used is the border collie.

Terriers
There are at least 26 different breeds of terrier.  These 
were bred to protect and to hunt small animals such as 
rats and rabbits.  They vary in size from small breeds 
such as the Jack Russell terrier to the largest, the 
Airedale terrier.

Gundogs
These dogs are used 
to help their owner on a 
‘shoot’.  Some breeds 
find the game (pheasant, 
rabbits, ducks, etc) and 
point to it, other breeds 
flush out the game to make 
if run or fly towards the 
guns. Others retrieve the 
game once it has been 
shot.

Examples:

• Point – pointers, setters

• Flush – springer spaniels, cocker spaniels

• Retrieve – Labrador retrievers, golden retrievers, flat 
coat retrievers

Assistance dogs 
These dogs are trained to assist their disabled owner 
in their daily life.  Examples are:  guide dogs, hearing 
dogs, mobility dogs, seizure alert dogs.

Breeds used include:  Labrador retriever, golden 
retriever, labradoodle, German shepherd dog

Service dogs 
These dogs help the handler to protect an area, catch 
criminals, locate lost people and sniff out drugs, cash, 
explosives or guns.

Breeds used include:  German shepherd dog, springer 
and cocker spaniel, Belgian shepherd dog, Dobermann, 
rottweiler

Pack hounds
A pack of dogs are trained 
to follow a scent.  These 
packs were used to hunt 
animals such as foxes and 
deer but are now used for 
countryside sport.

Breeds used include:  
fox hound, bloodhound, 
basset hound, beagle

Further reading
• The Pony Club              
  Acheivement
  Badge Buddy -  
  Working Dogs                                

• www.bluecross.org.uk

Working dogs
BADGE
Basics

You need to: 
Be able to identify any 12 breeds of 
working dogs and describe in which 
sphere they are traditionally used.
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