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Southdown Hunt East Branch of the Pony Club 
 

MONTHLY BULLETIN         November  2010 
 
 

he Christmas holiday programme will soon be winging its way to you and we hope you will 
find that it contains plenty of things for you to do.  We sent the summer programme out on 

the internet but many of you said how much you missed getting it in card form.  The Pony Club 
programme was like a Rite of Passage at the beginning of every holidays – an excuse for 
members and their parents to sit down together, go through the list of activities and decide which 
ones to sign up for.  Downloading a sheet of A4 just wasn’t the same.  So second thoughts have 
prevailed and a programme card will be sent to you.   The Christmas holidays are always the 
hardest to arrange because of the things you do with your families, the weather which can be 
mild and wet or freezing cold, and of course the short days.  Claire Fry, who now organises the 
programme, works really hard to make it varied and interesting and we do thank her very much 
for her effort.  Thanks are also due to rally organisers who give up so much of their time.   
 
Competitions  
Show Jumping     East Sussex Interbranch Show Jumping – Golden Cross November 21st.  
 

ulie Oliver writes:  A fresh Sunday morning at 8:30 and no rain !  Our four Mini riders warmed up 
for the first class of the day. 32 riders in the Individual class and we were lucky enough to get 
drawn towards the end. First was Ellie Greenwood riding Winnie, who did a cracking clear round in 

a time of 44.80, next was Xanthe Fairhead on Zac who rode beautifully in a speedy time of 39.90, 
the fastest so far, then came Francesca Oliver on Lady Louise who managed to outpace her team 
mate in a wonderful time of 34.20, and finally we had William Beldham on Plum who also rode a 
fantastic round in a time of 41:38 – no-one else came close and we took three of the top six places – 
Francesca 1st, Xanthe 2nd and William 4th – well done us!  

Then came the Mini team event and still no rain!   Only seven teams today and we were drawn fifth. 
I think we were the only team (The Elves!) who had all four riders jump clear. In all, five teams 
finished the first round on zero faults and all riders rode a jump-off course. None of the first 
three teams finished on zero, then it was us. Ellie and Xanthe jumped fast and clear, Francesca 
tried a cheeky turn that didn’t work, but William also went clear which meant that we finished on no 
faults. Last was East Sussex but they also finished on faults. Official results came in and, yes, we 
had won – rosettes all round for the Minis. Thank you to Sonia Harvey for being there for the team.  

Still no rain and the Novice Individuals were on next. A course walk with Sarah Muggeridge and our 
riders were drawn early out of the 21 in the class. First was Abi Martin on Iris. Iris was a little too 
keen at the beginning and knocked a pole and then went beautifully over the remainder of the 
course, next was William Gribble on Martini, who unluckily knocked a pole, then Harrison Polley on 
Lord Percy II, who flew round in a time of 43.84 and finally Katie George on a newly recovered Troy, 
who also went clear in a time of 57.18.  Very few riders went clear in this class, but again, we 
managed to steal rosettes with Harry being placed 1st and Katie 6th.  

We managed to enter two teams in the Novice thanks to Sarah chasing round for team members. 
Out of the eight teams, we were drawn 2nd and 6th. First to go were the Reindeers (Katie George, 
William Gribble, Abi Martin and Harrison Polley).  Abi and William had faults but Harry and Katie 
jumped clear which meant we finished on four faults. The next couple of teams also jumped clear 
and then it was the turn of our other team, the Stags - Chloe Fry on Dan, Beth Giddings on Pete, 
Ollie Greenwood on Pye and Jo Mitchell on Mushroom.  All riders were fantastic and jumped clear 
easily. Four teams finished the first round on zero faults. All members completed a jump -off course 
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and again, the Stags flew round. Unluckily, our times were not as quick as OS&B, but we finished a 
very respectable 2nd.  

More rosettes for SDHE – Please never rain again at Golden Cross!  

A bit chilly now, several of our members entered the Dengie qualifier, but only Jo Mitchell managed 
to jump clear (several were relieved to be able to go home!).  Only nine people out of 24 went clear 
and although Jo knocked a pole she was still placed 5th.  Well done!  Jo went on to the Intermediate 
class and wonderfully came 1st.  

What a fantastic day for the Branch – we are making a real impression with both our turnout and 
our riding.  

he annual inter-branch team show jumping competition at Ardingly takes place on Sunday, 
January 2nd and Monday January 3rd.   Please let Julie Oliver know if you would like to take 

part.  Her email address is julie@sky.com .   [LATE NEWS:  Please check carefully if this event is 
running!  Jenny Nolan writes: As you know I could not make up my mind whether to run the Pony Club 
Show jumping at Ardingly on the 2nd & 3rd January this year.   I have now decided that it is time I gave 
it up only I feel that I have run it for I think nearly 30 years and it is time for me to retire.   My life is still 
hectic as I still am running my 3 BE Horse Trials which take up a lot of my time all the year round.   I 
know that I have offered the dates at Ardingly to Eridge PC to take on and that they have turned them 
down perhaps one of the Southdown branches would be interested or any other PC.   Mike writes: we are 
holding our own one day Show Jumping competition at Ardingly on Sunday January 23rd.  I do not think 
we can take over a two day event at such short notice that close to the main public holidays but 
consideration could be given for taking it over in the longer term.] 

Winter Dressage  
nly a few of our members entered the Winter Dressage at Plumpton on November 28th.  In 
the first class, Walk & Trot Intro A 2008, Hamish Heagarty, riding Lemons Hill Sea Hawk, 

was 4th, and in the final class, Pick a Test, Ceski Goddard on Beauman was 3rd.  Ceski was riding 
the Novice 20 Test.    The next Dressage Show will take place on January 30th.  The schedule can 
be downloaded from the Branch website. 
 
Melanie Cammies 

hen Melanie’s daughter, Clare, joined the Pony Club, another parent said to her, “Well, 
you know you’ll now have to give up your full- time job and get some form of horse 

transport!”  She might have been joking but Melanie soon found that there was more than a grain 
of truth in the remark.   Now, some 25 years later, Melanie has decided to cut back on her Pony 
Club duties and has resigned from the Branch Committee.   How much of a cutback it will turn 
out to be remains to be seen. She is already talking about getting a Risk Assessment carried out at 
her home so that rallies can be held there. 

Melanie joined the Committee twenty years ago but she had become involved in Branch 
activities, organising rallies and arranging the programme for some years before that.  At the 
time, the DC, Margaret Sheffield, was still running the Sheffield farm and was sometimes too 
busy to attend all the Pony Club functions.  So Melanie stood in for her, which meant that she 
quickly got to know the members and their parents. Joining the Committee was the next step.  At 
one time, she was invited to become Assistant District Commissioner but she turned that down 
and continued serving on the Committee, dispensing sensible advice when required. 

This year, Melanie’s many years of service to the Pony Club was recognised by Headquarters 
when she was presented with the Cubitt Award.  We, of course, hope that she will continue to 
support the Branch in the future and take this opportunity to thank her for all she has done for us 
in the past. 
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Fergus 
veryone who went to Senior Camp in the past seven years, will be sad to learn that Fergus, 
the German Shepherd dog belonging to the Rowles-Joneses, has had to be put to sleep.  He 

was ten years old and suffering from a particularly virulent and rapid form of cancer.  He went 
downhill very quickly and when the vet said that nothing could be done the family bravely took 
the decision to end his pain.   Fergus joined the Rowles-Joneses when he was three years old.  
They happened to be at the vet’s just as his then owners asked the vet if he knew anyone who 
could give him a home.  They were moving to Dubai and they could not take Fergus with them.  
So Fergus went to the R-Js and within a few days it was as if he had never been anywhere else. 

Fergus was a remarkably genial dog.  He loved being at Camp, loved the campers and went about 
most of the time with a big grin on his face.  Small wonder that he won the dog part of the Gucci 
& Minnie Shield more often than any other dog.  He will be sadly missed. 

Riding and Road Safety 
f you want to get your Riding & Road Safety qualification, please send your name to Charlotte 
Russell.  There are different standards of Road Safety tests and you need to be sure that you 

take the right one.  Younger members should have passed the Road Rider Mini Achievement 
Badge before attempting D Test.  C Test candidates need to have passed the Road Rider 
Achievement Badge.  For the more difficult tests (C+, B and above), members have the option of 
taking the Pony Club Road Rider Test or the BHS Riding & Road Safety Test.  Anyone 
contemplating BHS Stage Examinations in the future would be advised to select the BHS option 
as this is a necessary step on the way to BHS qualifications.   

When applying to Charlotte, make certain that you give her full details – your name, age, address 
and state the PC Riding Test you are hoping to take.  You can contact her by ordinary post 
(Charlotte Russell, Crockers, South Chailey, Lewes, East Sussex BN8 4AD) or by email 
(charshierussell@hotmail.com).  She will than arrange with our riding and road safety expert, 
Jake Tarrant, a suitable course of lessons for you and let you know the cost.   

Picture Parade  
 make no apology for repeating the following pleas.  At this time of the year, we are starting to 
compile our Picture Parade, the annual pictorial record of the year that has just passed.  As you 

know, I make certain that the website is filled with pictures – of events, of Camp and as much 
else that I can photograph.  However, the record is enhanced by photos that you provide, 
informal pictures of you and your pony.  If you have anything that you think is worthy of 
inclusion, please could you email it to Toni Russell (tonirussell35@hotmail.com) as she is the 
one who compiles the Picture Parade and would be delighted to hear from you. 
 
She has also asked me to let her know any news concerning present and past members – what 
you are all doing, going to university, getting engaged or married, competing in events that have 
nothing to do with the Pony Club – so that we may feature a column in future Bulletins that 
keeps you in touch with your fellow members.  We were able to put the column in last month’s 
Bulletin but sadly no news has arrived for this month.   We really do want to hear from you.  
Again, please use the email address above to send the information to us.   
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