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Southdown Hunt East Branch of the Pony Club 
 

MONTHLY BULLETIN         October  2010 
 

e are now well into autumn and the clocks have gone back, which gives very little 
opportunity to ride after school.  If you are in the fortunate position of having access to an 

all-weather (lit up) manège, you should have little difficulty in keeping your pony fit and ready 
for the winter competitions ahead.  Those without this facility must rely on their ponies getting 
exercise in the field.  If you normally bring your pony in during the winter, it is probably still too 
early to stable him every night – and many ponies are happier living out all the time – but it is 
worth watching the weather forecast and only bring the pony in when heavy rain and wind are 
forecast.  These are the conditions that horses dislike most although if you have a field shelter or 
high hedges, they will give them the protection they appreciate.  Even then, horses are likely to 
stand behind the shelter rather than inside.  Remember, a horse is a horse and not a human! 
 
Competitions  
Show Jumping 

ulie Oliver writes:   MINI EVENTS - Heavy rain overnight and first thing in the morning did not 
bode well for a fun Saturday at Golden Cross. However, as the Mini Riders started to arrive, so 

did the sunshine.  We had nine riders in the individual class of 38. First in for SDHE was Annabelle 
Irwin on Royal Jester, who rode a lovely clear round in quite a fast time of 37.0 secs, followed by 
Alice Reffin on Blue. Unfortunately, Blue was not very co-operative and decided he didn’t want to 
jump indoors.  Next was William Beldham on Plum, who rode a very tidy clear round in 48.85 secs. A 
couple of new faces to competitions with SDHE are Sophie Duffield on Digger, who had an unlucky 4 
faults, and Beth Filsell on Tabitha who was also a little reluctant to jump and finished in a time of 
75.35.  Another member new to competitions, Kathleen O’Hara, rode a beautiful clear round in a 
time of 47.37 secs. Next was Katie Peckham on Murphy who gave her normal reliable performance 
and went clear in a time of 46.26. It was great to see the pony, Winnie Cooper, back in our Branch, 
this time being ridden by Ellie Greenwood, who had a speedy clear round in a time of 40.44. Next 
was Francesca Oliver riding Lady Louise, who whizzed round clear in a time of 30.46, and finally 
Xanthe Fairhead on Zac, who was also very speedy in a time of 35.73. It was great to see so many 
new faces joining us at these competitions. We were very successful and achieved three out of the 
top six places;  Francesca was 1st, Xanthe 4th and Annabelle 6th. Well-done girls!  

Next was the Mini team event and we had a slight change to one of our teams, the Butterflies. Alice 
felt her pony was not up to another attempt at jumping indoors, so Kathleen O’Hara kindly stepped 
in and took her place. The rest of the team consisted of William Beldham, Sophie Duffield and Beth 
Filsell. William and Kathleen jumped clear but the team finished on 12 faults.  

Our Under 10 Team (the Ladybirds) comsisted of Xanthe Fairhead, Ellie Greenwood, Francesca 
Oliver and Katie Peckham, who finished the first round on zero faults. The only other U10 team 
(Eridge) also finished on zero, as did two other Mini teams so all team members had to ride again 
over a jump-off course.  

The Butterflies were third to go after Eridge who finished with faults but Crawley and Horsham 
had some very fast riders and all went clear. The pressure was on and although Francesca knocked a 
pole, the team finished clear.  East Sussex was last to go and they finished on 4 faults. Times were 
added and we finished a very respectable 2nd, and also reclaimed the Under 10 Keegan Cup back 
from SDHWest!  Again, well-done girls!  

We have to bid a sad farewell to one of our regular team riders, Katie Peckham, as her family is 
moving near to Wales. All the Peckhams will be greatly missed as they have been very involved with 
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To ensure that EVERYONE can make plans for the rest 
of this year and the beginning of the New Year, w e have 
detailed below agreed practice dates at Crockstead and 
all the competitions that we know about (some branches 
publish their dates quite late). 

Practice 7th November  for    
21st  November Competition at Golden Cross (ESx) 
(This practice is now unfortunately cancelled)  

Practice 28th November for Sun 12th December 
Competition at Ardingly (OS&B) 

Practice 19th December for Thurs 30th December 
Competition at Duckhurst (Romney Marsh) and               
Sun 2/Mon 3rd January Ardingly Competition 

Practice 16th January for Sun 23rd January - Our 
Showjumping Competition at Ardingly 

Practice 6th February for Tues/Wed 22/23rd February 
Competition at Sands Farm (Crawley & Horsham)  

Any queries, please let me know.  Email your details to 
me, Julie Oliver, on julieo@sky.com 

 I know it is a few months away, but Trina and I are also 
looking for helpers for our Ardingly event. If you feel you 
are able to offer an hour or so of your time, please let us 
know. We are hopefully in the process of securing 
sponsorship for sashes for the Winners at this event and 
want to make it as special as possible.  If you know of  
anyone who is willing to offer prizes of  any kind, again, 
please let us know. 

the Branch and have helped at all our events. So, good luck for the future, Katie and Lucy. Please 
keep us informed of your exploits!  

SMALL NOVICE - The weather held and the Small Novice individual class started. Francesca, 
Alexandra Irwin and Olivia Orssten had very fast times, but all finished on 4 faults, Laura Corp 
riding Humphrey and Annabelle Irwin were the only riders for SDHE to go clear.  Jess Charles on 
Summertime Pimms, Jess Copsey, Rebecca England and Emma Robbins on Ziggy all finished with 
faults. Annabelle was the only member to get placed at 8th. Well done!  

There were five teams in all competing in the Small Novice; we had the Damselflies, consisting of 
Rebecca England, Annabelle and Alexandra Irwin and Olivia Orssten, and the Grasshoppers, with 
Jess Charles, Jess Copsey, Laura Corp and Emma Robbins. . The Damselflies finished the first round 
on zero (so did Eridge) but the Grasshoppers had a 
bit of a disaster and finished with quite a high score!  
All riders for Eridge and the Damselflies competed in 
a jump off;  Eridge finished on zero, but despite 
quick clear rounds from Alexandra and Olivia we 
ended on 8 faults so had to settle for second place.  

All in all, it was quite a good day for our riders, who, 
yet again, were a credit to the Branch by being (I 
think) the best turned out and smartest members. 
Thanks also to our instructors, Sonia and Sarah, for 
helping the teams during the day.  

DENGIE / NOVICE EVENTS - Sunday started quite 
a bit chillier than Saturday, but at least it was dry. 
The first class was the Dengie qualifier and the 
course was certainly built to height. There were over 
40 riders, and we had William Gribble on Martini, 
Abigail Martin on Iris, Victoria Edwards on Duke, 
Libby Edwards on Malibu, Harrison Polley on Lord 
Percy II, and Alex Irwin on Sir Percy.  

Only 14 riders went clear and through to the jump 
off;  we had Libby, Alex and Harry.  Libby rode a 
lovely steady clear round and finished 2nd - only one 
other rider went clear. Alex had a refusal, so did 
Harry but with quite a quick time, he was still placed 
7th. Congratulations to Libby who has now qualified for the Dengie 2nd Round.  

NOVICE TEAMS - We had one Team entered, the Dragonflies, represented by Victoria Edwards, 
William Gribble, Abi Martin and Harrison Polley.  Harry and Victoria jumped clear, Abi had a pole 
down and William also had faults, so taking the top three scores, the team finished on four faults. 
No team finished on zero so all members of the four teams on four faults went to the jump-off. 
First in was Eridge who finished clear, next was the OS&B Red team who had four faults - we were 
next. Abi jumped a steady clear round, William had four faults, Harry had a refusal and Tor decided 
the course could be jumped better in a different order and lightened the situation by apologizing 
profusely as she left the ring which caused laughter all round!  It can happen to anyone! As a team 
we finished on eight faults but, with slightly slower times than OS&B Blue, we still managed a very 
respectable 4th place.  

The team spirit throughout the day was great and we all left quite happy with the results.  
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Mounted Games 
ue Lee writes:  We have had our last competition of the year, which was a Mounted Games demonstration at 
the South of England Autumn Show and Game Fair, at the beginning of October at Ardingly. We had four teams 
taking part – East Sussex, Petersfield, Romney Marsh and Southdown Hunt East. We were scheduled to run two 

40-minute sessions on each day, in which we were hoping to get through 10 races. The points from the first three 
sessions were going to be added together and carried forward into the grand final on the Sunday afternoon. Points 
awarded in the final were doubled. There were rosettes for each session, rugs and sashes for the overall winners, and 
all other teams would receive some very smart saddle cloths.  

Unfortunately, due to the awful weather conditions, the last session on Sunday afternoon had to be cancelled. Luckily, 
on hearing the weather forecast for Sunday I made the decision, early in the day, to run the final in the morning slot so 
that we could have the final prize presentation with, I hoped, some spectators watching.  

Our team this weekend was – Finbarr Blair & Star, William Gribble & Christopher, Sienna Howell with Mandy, 
Constance Moon with Missy and Ace Robins with Cammi. For Constance this was to be her very last PPC Team 
Competition, as next year she will be too old to take part.  

On Saturday we had a dry session in the morning with plenty of spectators. We only managed to get nine races done, 
due to timing, and our team did very well, winning six of them. We were not so lucky with the weather in the 
afternoon, and again only managed to get through nine races – dropping the sack race due to the condition of the 
ground and some very small members in the Romney Marsh team. However, our team finished the session equal with 
Petersfield which meant we needed to have a run-off race, which we decided should be the sack race, as it is a fun race 
to watch. Petersfield had obviously been practising and beat us very convincingly to take first place in this session.  
We finished the day with a 10-point lead over Petersfield and Romney Marsh, who were on equal points at this stage.  

In the final, on Sunday morning, it all went wrong for Petersfield who were last year’s winners. They were trying too 
hard and made too many mistakes, eventually finishing in 3rd place. Our team, however, went out there and did 
brilliantly to win eight out of the nine races – we had to drop stepping-stones, due to the ground being too slippery 
with all the mud! They won the final very convincingly with a total of 159 points, 39 points more than Romney Marsh 
who finished 2nd. Hence we came home with sashes, rosettes, lovely rugs and, despite the weather, some very big 
smiles! Kate was very pleased with them all.  

Some people bravely pitched camp in the wind and rain on Friday night. The more sensible amongst us arrived on 
Saturday morning and had dry weather, for a while, to get camp organised. Saturday night, however, was a complete 
washout for those in tents, most of them were abandoned during the night, for drier lorries, trailers and even stables. 
Despite all this, it was a great weekend, everybody went home very wet and muddy, but looking forward to doing it 
all over again next year.  

Eventing 
ue to a misunderstanding, Lizzie Tillard’s achievement in coming 3rd in the individual 
section of the Intermediate class at the Pony Club Championships in August was 

acknowledged but not given the write-up it deserved.  Now we have a chance to put that right.  
Lizzie and Twiggy qualified for the Championships at Draycott House in Derbyshire after 
winning their arena at the Area Competition at Coombelands.  Unfortunately, the team just 
missed qualifying so Lizzie was the only eventer from this Branch to get to Derbyshire.   John 
Bedford took time off to drive them and Hazel Perry came along too to lend her support.  Twiggy 
was stabled on site and humans slept in any space they could find in the lorry, except for Lizzie’s 
Mum, who had a tent (admittedly a somewhat holey one but luckily it only rained for one night!).   
 
The cross-country course was beautifully ‘dressed’, but quite big and technical.  When the SDHE 
contingent were walking the course it was being ridden by the open eventers, an interesting 
spectacle. The dressage was split between Monday afternoon and Tuesday morning.  Lizzie 
opted for the Monday session, so it meant a long wait for the initial results and to learn that 
Lizzie was then lying 5th.  However, the next two phases went really well and Lizzie emerged 
with a double clear and no time penalties.  There was then another long wait for the final result, 
from which it emerged that she had moved up to 3rd, with only 0.35 penalties between the top 
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three.  At a very smart mounted prizegiving for teams and individuals, Lizzie was presented with 
a lovely dresage numnah bearing the Championships logo, a salver and a huge rosette.  The 
Championships were a really well-run event, everyone was cheerful and helpful and Lizzie 
would like to thank all those who helped with training, support and lot of good humour.  This 
was a great achievement by Lizzie and sets an example to all our members. 
 
Test gain 

ongratulations to Tor Edwards, who passed her B Test (Riding) during half- term.  She 
narrowly failed it the first time after gaining the Horse & Ponycare section, but things went a 

lot better this time around and she is now a full B Test holder.  If any older members (with C+ 
under their belts) are hoping to take B Test sometime during the coming year, please contact me 
(Mike Nichols – 01444 452295) so that I can get the appropriate form sent off.  As an external 
test, there is a test fee, which at present is £25 per section.  You do not have to take both sections 
at the same time. 
 
Hunting at half-term 

he Southdown & Eridge Hunt kindly organised a Children’s Meet at half- term, which was 
very well attended.  It was held at The Hooke, South Chailey, at the generous invitation of 

Mr & Mrs James Tillard.  I know that it was much enjoyed because I had an email from Debbie 
Medlicott, thanking the Hunt and the Tillards for arranging a wonderful meet.  ‘It was Alex’s 
first time hunting and she had a ball,’ Debbie wrote. ‘She was riding a tiny 11.3hh pony and was 
still with the Master and the “jumping group” at the end with a big beam on her face.  What more 
could you ask?’   Indeed, not much more and I hope that many of you had a similar experience. 
 
However, I have had reports that the behaviour of some of the followers left a lot to be desired.  
We must remember that we are able to hunt over private land because of the generosity of the 
landowners.  We are there as guests and should behave accordingly.  It may be old-fashioned 
these days to talk about good manners and consideration for others, but hunting, even trail-
hunting, is an old-fashioned sport and hunting etiquette is quite strict.  Among the points stressed 
to me were these: 

? Many riders did not bother to thank foot-followers or riders who had opened a gate for 
them. 

? Riders on horses and ponies with red ribbons on their tails did not keep to the back of the 
field out of harm’s way but seemed to expect other people to get out of their way. 

? Some jumps were dismantled to allow non-jumpers through and not replaced. 
? Few people thanked the Masters at the end of the day. 

 
We have been giving some careful thought as to how these matters can be addressed and have 
also consulted other Branches and Hunts to learn what policies they have.  Some Branches, for 
example, will not let any members hunt until they have passed their C Test.  At another Hunt, 
children have to put their names down and then stay with a designated guide.  Some Hunts will 
only allow children out if they are accompanied by a mounted adult.  Some Branches encourage 
their members to take the Hunting Certificate.  Some Hunts hold an introductory, mounted, day  
at the beginning of the season to outline levels of behaviour expected from Pony Club members. 
 
Since there will be more Children’s Meets during the season, we hope shortly to be able to let 
you know our plans.  We hope to hold an evening meeting for parents and members alike where 
somebody from the Hunt can discuss the rules of etiquette.  We are also considering the 
possibility of persuading experienced parents to agree to acting as ‘Nannies’ at a Pony Club 
Meet, keeping a watchful eye on the young followers, although neither the Branch nor the Hunt 
is there to run a baby-sitting service.   Non-horsey parents may not be expected to ride out with 
their children but they must, nevertheless, attend the Meet as foot- followers and be there to help 
their children if required.  With all this in mind, I would like to think that the next Children’s 
Meet will be as enjoyable for the hosts as for those who attend, but I do rely on your co-
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operation.  If we do arrange an ‘Introduction to Hunting’ evening meeting, please try to come 
along. 
 
Achievement awards  

t an energetic unmounted rally held at John Bedford’s yard, a number of Achievement 
Badge tests were taken and passed.   There were also some younger members who gained 

the Mini Achievement badges.  Congratulations to the following successful candidates. 
 
Achievement badges in Farriery, Feeding, Lungeing and Public Speaking went to: 
 
Ria Bowers, Lauren Briggs, Jessica Copsey, Georgia Corrin, Chloe and Jessica Fry, Beth 
Giddings, Morwenna Hocken and Emma Robbins. 
 
Mini Achievement badges in Colours & Markings, Farriery & Hoof-care, Feeding, 
Grooming, Points of the Pony and Public Speaking went to: 
 
Tilly Appleyard, Mathilda and Agnes Homer, Issie Pennington, Matthew Perry, Lucy Rigler, 
Charles and Katie Vaughan. 
 
The badges will be sent to you as soon as they arrive from Headquarters. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plea from rally organisers  

hen filling in a rally form, please can you make certain that the email address you enter on 
the form is completely legible?  It is very easy to mistake one letter for another.  Using 

your email address enables the organisers to send you rally times, etc, at no cost to the Branch 
and, in these straitened times, this is very useful. 
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News of Past and Present Members  
 

Suzanne Wells did really well to ride SF Ambassadors Amir into 10th place in the 
Ridden Arab class at the Horse of the Year Show. 
 
Congratulations to Liam Williams and Bryony Flynn who are getting married in 
April next year. 
 
Darryl Williams and his wife, Cathleen, have a daughter, Ella, who was born in 
June, first grandchild for Lesley. 
 
Kasey Loftus is in South Yorkshire, working for a North of England racehorse 
trainer, T A Harker, who trains near Thirsk.  So far, she has had 17 rides, ten as 
an amateur and seven as a claiming jockey, which have given her one winner and 
a few places.  She really likes racing but also has a hankering to return to show 
jumping and eventing. 
 
Gemma Lowrie, now a member of Eridge, has passed her B Test (Horse & 
Ponycare) and is now a full B Test holder.  We send her our congratulations. 
 

Please email any news about past and present members to Toni Russell (tonirussell35@hotmail.com) or 01273 400596. 
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 THE TACK SHACK HAS MOVED 
 
Due to the success of the Tack Shack, the business has moved premises and is now  at Unit 
13, New Place Farm, Framfield, TN22 5RH.   Tack Shack can supply you with your feed 
and bedding, which you can collect yourself from the shop.  Free delivery, however, is 
available on orders over £50. 
 
There will be a grand opening of the new shop on Saturday, November 6th.  Feed 
nutritionalist, Lizzie Butcher, will be there from 11am, ready to offer advice on your horse’s 
needs.  Feed samples will be available. 
 
A warm welcome awaits you at the Tack Shack where prices are very competitive.  Do try to 
get along. 
 


