
MINI  MINI  & MINI TEAMS 
General Guidelines 

 
Mini Minis, as they are called, are the start of teams within Pony Club. 
 
Generally speaking Mini Minis are for under 10’s and Mini teams are for the Under 
12’s. BUT depending on the discipline there are exceptions to this. 
 
Most of the time a child who is happy to compete at 1’6 to 2ft will be doing Mini 
Minis. A child jumping 2’3 would be at the level for Minis. 
 
Most pony clubs organise events which include teams and individuals.  And in the 
case of Show Jumping often there is an individual “warm” up class before the teams. 
 
There is very little dressage only competitions at this level. Events mainly consist of 
ODE, Show jumping and Triathlon/Tetrathlon. 
 
One Day Events – Due to the fact there are very few venues with small enough 
courses any ODE will nearly always be over subscribed and therefore when the 
schedule comes out Team Managers have to confirm teams very quickly and send the 
entries off ASAP to ensure a team/indv place. So please please do not leave it too 
long before responding to emails/calls etc otherwise we will assume not available as 
we can’t hold the entry form up. 
 
Show Jumping – Again organisers generally have too many entries so a large number 
are oversubscribed. 
 
The Pony Club would like to encourage all members that want to have a go, to take 
part in competitions either in a team or as an individual.  As long a child has a 
reasonable chance of completing the competition without too many mishaps they are 
very welcome. We want to ensure that where possible they are competent enough to 
compete safely. 
  
As a rough guide children would normally compete at a level lower than they are 
happy with at home (e.g. jumping 2’6 at home so compete at 2’3).  It is very 
important in these early years to ensure your child is not put under too much pressure 
so that they have a “fun day out” and if they come back thinking it was easy then you 
are building very solid foundations for the future, and will find they move up through 
the levels very quickly! When planning your calendar if you are entered for 
something that is a bit more of an “ask” for child and pony try to plan for an easier 
time next time out, to keep the confidence up!  
 
When you are asked for a team competition and are not sure about heights etc please 
ask your team manager as there are huge variances between the events and they can 
tell you if it is big or small for the level etc. 
 
If when you are out and about you see any schedules for events that are of interest to 
you or maybe for others, please pick up a copy for your team manager as not all 
schedules get through to us from the usual channels. We spend a lot of time checking 
websites etc to see if certain ones are printed and where we can get them! 



 
Please also contact us if you want to enter something, we don’t expect you to wait 
until asked! It is much easier for us when a schedule comes out if we already have 
people that have expressed an interest.  
 
All parents should have a rule book for each discipline that their children are 
competing in and it is worth updating yourself of the rules each year so that you save 
time on the day by not having any last minute panics at the tack check (e.g. wrong bit 
etc)  Rule Books can be bought very cheaply from Valerie Greenwell and will be for 
sale at the team meeting. 
 
Any queries or objections on the day must be raised by the Team Manager to the 
organiser and not by individual parents as this slows down the whole scoring process 
for the organisers. 
 
Finally all entries for anything run by any Pony Club Branch must be done through 
the relevant team manager, because if parents do their own entries we have no way of 
knowing who is going and what teams we could have had if we had known in 
advance! This is also necessary for insurance reasons. 
 
We would like to include as many children as possible in pony club competitions and 
want to encourage all the kids to have a good day out whereby they look forward to 
the next event and by doing this we will have some very good kids for the future.!  
     
The above guidelines are helpful hints for parents who maybe new to horses or 
have only a little experience, as the ethos of our Pony Club is about catering for 
all children who want to enjoy their ponies to the full.  
 
 
Anything else you need or want to know please ask the relevant Team Managers 
whose contact details can be found on the website 
http://branches.pcuk.org/surreyunion/team-managers/ 
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