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Fylde and District Branch of Pony Club

Area 4 National Championship Horse and Pony Care Qualifier 2026
Kindly sponsored by 
[image: ]                  [image: ]		[image: ]	
Date of event: Saturday 11th April 2026 
Address:  World Horse Welfare, Penny Farm, Preston New Road, Blackpool FY4 5JS
Entries Open: 21st February 2026
Entries Close: 28th March 2026

CLASSES

Entries to be made by your Centre Proprietor/District Commissioner or Team Trainer Only - via Entrymaster https://fyldepc.entrymaster.online/index.php?id=1 
The competition will be run in 3 sections
· Mini Section – Teams to consist of three Members. Ages to be 10 years and under on the 1st January of the competition year, with one Member to be 8 years or under on the 1st January of the competition year. Questions to be based on the Care section of the E, D and D+ Tests and Mini Horsemanship Achievement Badges.
· Junior Competition – Teams to consist of three Members. Ages to be 14 years and under on the 1st January of the competition year, with one Member to be 11 years or under on the 1st January of the competition year.  Questions to be based on the Care section of the D+, C and C+ Tests and Horsemanship Achievement Badges.
· Senior Competition – Teams to consist of three Members. Ages to be under 25 years on the 1st January of the competition year. One Member to be 16 years and under on the 1st January of the competition year. Of the remaining two Members, one may be between 21 and 25 on the 1st January of the competition year.  Questions to be based on the Care section of the C+, B and AH Tests. Questions at AH Test level should be used sparingly as not all Branches/Centres will have AH Test level competitors.
Ages will be taken from the 1st January 2026. All participants must be current Pony Club Members. Centres and Branches will compete in the same sections.
AREA TEAMS - A Branch/Centre unable to raise a complete team may combine with other Branch/Centres within their Area. Members may only combine with the permissions of their District Commissioners/Centre Proprietors and the Area Representative; fair and objective criteria must be applied when selecting these Members. 
Area teams are to enable smaller Branches/ Centres to field teams of Members who otherwise would be unable to do so. 

Area Teams may be a mix of Branches and Centres. 
Area Teams shall be eligible to qualify for the National Championships. Should an Area Team qualify for the National Championships as the 'Highest Placed Team', then the next placed eligible Branch or Centre Team shall also qualify.  
Should an Area Team be invited to the National Championships as an 'extra qualifying space, then only they will receive that qualifying space. 
An Area Team must comprise of three Members from two or more Branches/Centres e.g. three Branches/Centres with one individual each, two Branches/Centres with two and one individuals. Branches/Centres should communicate with their Area Representative/Centre Coordinator to form Area Teams.
The winning team from each section of this Area Competition will qualify for the Championships.  10 or more teams competing in the section will have two guaranteed spaces for the Championship.  15 or more teams competing in the section at this Area Competition is guaranteed three spaces at the Championship

PRIZE GIVING Competitors must be correctly dressed in their competition clothes, including hats.
Rosettes will be awarded to 6th place.  Prizes in kind for all winners.  All Minis will receive a rosette.  
Entry fee is £60 per team plus a booking fee.  No refunds will be issued after the closing date.  Refunds prior to the closing will incur a £5 administration fee.  All entries and enquiries from DC’s, Centre Proprietors and Team Managers only.  
Contact Liz Jackson Tel: 07989 373779 or email dc.fylde@pcuk.org
Late entries may be accepted at the organiser’s discretion. Late Entry Surcharge £5
ABANDONMENT (ALL COMPETITIONS & CHAMPIONSHIPS) In the event of a competition being abandoned, for whatever reason, a refund of 50% of the entry fee will be given. In such an instance the refund process will be communicated and must be followed.
The running order of the day will be emailed to the contact on the booking 2 days prior to the competition and posted on the Area 4 Branches Facebook page.  The running order will be Seniors first, then Minis finishing with Juniors.  
This competition is run under the Pony Club Horsemanship Rule book 2026.
Format
· 6/7 Rounds of Mini questions
· 7/8 Rounds of Junior
· 7/8 Rounds of Seniors
Questions will be based on the new syllabus

Further details about the National Blue Cross Horse and Pony Care format and information about the rounds can be found here:
https://pcuk.org/bluecross-horse-and-pony-care/
Approximate timings (to be confirmed after close of entries)
Senior section: 10.00am start
Mini section: 11.30am start
Junior Section: 2.30pm




Volunteers:
Please can each participating Team provide 1 adult to support the delivery of the quiz. No prior knowledge required, and all information will be provided on the day.

General Information
Refreshments – The Penny Farm Café will be open from 10am.  Drinks, sandwiches and cakes will be available to purchase during the day. 
There are toilets available and plenty of space in the Café area for parents and team managers to stay if they wish.

[bookmark: _Hlk222129995]DRESS CODE 
▶ Pony Club sweatshirt 
▶ Gilets/jackets may be worn 
▶ Branch/Centre polo shirts may be worn in the event of warm weather 
▶ Membership badge 
▶ Hat – see rule 2 of the 2026 rule book
▶ Gloves 
▶ Correct footwear – see rule 3 of the 2026 rule book
▶ Jodhpurs/breeches
Hair must be tied up and back (in a hairnet) and securely, in a safe manner to reduce the risk of hair being caught and to prevent scalp injuries.

Late Arrival 
Any team arriving late for the start will forfeit the chance to score in the rounds that they miss 

The National Championship Finals – Offchurch Bury in Warwickshire
Mini – Thursday 14th August, Juniors – Friday 16th August, Seniors – Saturday 17th August

Reasonable adjustments
The Pony Club aims to promote equality and diversity of opportunity within our organisation. We recognise that due to the practical nature of the activities undertaken, adjustments may need to be made to be accessible to the widest range of people.
A Reasonable Adjustment is an alteration to or consideration of an activity that may help to reduce the effect of a physical, or mental health condition, that places the person in question at a disadvantage compared to others. When applied to assessments or competitions, adjustments can only be made to the process or method; adjustments cannot be made to the criteria against which participants will be assessed. Competence must still be demonstrated. A Reasonable Adjustment can be requested on the grounds of an impairment (physical or mental) that could be temporary or long term. Reasonable Adjustments may also be made in the case of members who wear religious clothing or for whom English is not their first language.
All reasonable adjustments must be requested at least two weeks prior to the closing date of the event.
The full policy can be found here https://resources.pcuk.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/reasonable-adjustment-policy.pdf
A blank Reasonable Adjustment statement can be filled in. They can be found here https://resources.pcuk.org/?s=reasonable+adjustment&post_type=pdfs

Legal Liability:
Save for death or personal injury caused by the negligence of the organisers, or anyone for whom they are in law responsible, neither the organisers of any event to which these rules apply, nor The Pony Club, nor any agent, employee or representative of these bodies, accepts any liability for any accident, loss, damage, injury or illness to horses, owners, riders, spectators, land, cars, their contents and accessories, or any other person or property whatsoever, whether caused by their negligence, breach of contract or in any other way whatsoever.
Health, Safety & Welfare:
The organisers of this event have taken reasonable precautions to ensure the health and safety of everyone present.  For these measures to be effective, everyone must take all reasonable precautions to avoid and prevent accidents from occurring and must obey the instructions of the organisers and all the officials and stewards.
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