For all those jockeys riding at Ascot Racecourse

 On Monday 7th April, 2025
VERY IMPORTANT PLEASE READ THESE INSTRUCTIONS.  WE HAVE 140 PONIES RACING AND IT IS IMPERATIVE EVERYONE FOLLOWS THE HEALTH & SAFETY DIRECTIONS PROVIDED BY ASCOT
We are able to hold this day’s racing due to the generosity of the Directors of Ascot Racecourse – it is a fantastic opportunity for you all to race over one of the premier tracks so please show respect to the racecourse and all the officials during the day.

The following notes are to help you to be in the right place at the right time with the right tack and equipment!  This will help us all have an efficiently run, pleasant day and so please take note of them and abide by the timetable. Refer to the PC Rule Book 2025 for details of tack and equipment - for those who have been racing in the point to point series this season, the criteria is slightly different so you should read the schedule for today carefully.  PLEASE MAKE SURE YOUR STIRRUPS ARE CORRECT AS SOME STIRRUPS USED FOR OTHER PC DISCIPLINES ARE NOT ALLOWED FOR PONY RACING.  Please also be aware that you do not need racing saddles etc.  Usual saddles can be used and are preferable if you are inexperienced at Pony Racing.  Please also remember that you need MEDICAL ARMBANDS in order to race.  Any queries please contact Sara Tremlett.
Please park in Number One Car Park, using the entrance from the Windsor Road.  The entrance to the racecourse for ponies is on the right of the entrance to the car park, near the road, and will be marked Pony Entrance.  ALL THOSE ATTENDING WHETHER COMPETING OR SUPPORTING MUST SIGN IN AT THE TRAILER AND RECEIVE A WRISTBAND.  NOBODY IS ALLOWED ON THE RACECOURSE WITHOUT A WRISTBAND.  Members of the public should enter at the top of the car park after signing in. The steppings in front of the main stand to view the racing will be open – the rest of the stand will not be open to the public.  PLEASE REMEMBER TO TAKE ALL DROPPINGS AND LITTER HOME WITH YOU (BIO-SECURITY IS VERY IMPORTANT) AND NO DOGS ON THE RACECOURSE.  

For reasons of health and safety, anyone who is late for the briefing or the course walk will not be allowed to ride.   

Please bring your medical armbands, hats and body protectors and also the hard copy of your pony’s vaccination certificate to the Declarations Secretary at the signing-in trailer in Car Park 1 when you arrive.  This is a CHANGE from last year.  Every jockey to weigh out in their colours for their race in the Weighing Room at least forty minutes before the race time with the saddle they are using for racing.  The Changing Rooms in the Weighing Room will not be open.
Please note that we have divided Races 1, 4 and 6.  There is an attached timetable so please check the times you need to be in the pre-Parade ring for tack check, Parade Ring and what time the race will be.  The 1st race is at 12.30pm. Where races are divided the 2nd division will wait in the Paddock until the 1st division has completed and then be escorted to the start.  The racecard is also attached and will be on the Lord Leconfield website so please check which Section you are in if you are running in one of the divided races and there will be hard copies available on the day.
We are very honoured to have Bob Champion with us for the course walk.  As most of you will know, Bob won the Grand National on Aldaniti after recovering from cancer and his story was made into the film Champions.  It would be much appreciated if you felt you could make a donation to his Trust or buy a raffle ticket, cash please, on the day as a thank you for him giving up his time to walk with you all -  https://www.justgiving.com/bobchampion We are also very fortunate to have Luke Dace who is a Jockey Coach walking the course with you, Keely Harrison from the PRA and 2 PRA Jockey Coaches.  All jockeys in Races 1-3 to report to the weighing room promptly at 10.15am for a full briefing and course walk at 10.30am.  Whilst the course walk is taking place, parents of children in Races 1-3 can declare – passports to be produced at declaration (these will be retained until number cloths are returned after each race) as well as hats, body protector and medical armband if they have not done so already.  No parents on course walk.

Those entered in Races 4-6 to report to the Weighing Room at 11.15am sharp for briefing and course walk. Whilst the course walk is taking place, parents of children in Races 4-6 can declare - passports to be produced at declaration (these will be retained until number cloths are returned after each race) as well as hats, body protector and medical armband if they have not done so already.  No parents on course walk.  Those entered in Races 7-9 to report to the Weighing Room at 12.45pm sharp for briefing and course walk.  Whilst this is taking place parents of these children can declare as above.  No parents on course walk.
All ponies to be at the pre parade ring at least 40 minutes before the time of their race for a tack check.

Jockeys to be at the Weighing Room 10 minutes before their race time to be taken into the Paddock before mounting their ponies.  There will be a Best Turned-Out rosette awarded in each race. 
PLEASE NOTE NO PUSHCHAIRS ARE ALLOWED IN THE PARADE RING AND ONLY THOSE INVOLVED IN THE CURRENT RACE SHOULD BE IN THE PARADE RING.  THOSE NOT INVOLVED IN THE CURRENT RACE SHOULD NOT BE IN THE PRE-PARADE RING OR ON THE HORSE WALK BETWEEN THERE AND THE PARADE RING AND THE HORSE WALK TO THE RACECOURSE.
You will be escorted down to the Start by two mounted escorts which will be at a walk or trot.   Your girths will be checked at the start. 

After the race the first 4 placed ponies will come into the Winners Enclosure – the other ponies will come into the paddock to be unsaddled. All jockeys must then WEIGH IN, after which the prizes will then be presented – there are rosettes up to 6th place and Commemorative rosettes for those not placed.  Please do not disappear back to the horseboxes until this has been done.

There will be water available in the washing-down area of the pre-parade ring after the race.

The Brigadier Gerard outlet will be open for refreshments near the Parade Ring.  This will also be where bookmaker Adam Crowne is as there will be pool betting on the racing. MH Photography will be taking pictures.  West Country Videos will be videoing the races.
The Committee and members of the Lord Leconfield Hunt Branch of the Pony Club hope you have a fantastic day with us, learn a little and enjoy it enough to participate fully in this fast growing Pony Club sport.   

If you need to contact us on the day please use our mobile numbers rather than telephoning Ascot Racecourse.

Sara Tremlett – 07831 695311.

Lucie Baxter -  07787 410808
Clare Emery – 07941 466651
