From LIZ GRINDAL, D.C.

Well, it looks like we finally have some good news to report! From
March 29* we are allowed to resume face to face Pony Club activities
at the level we finished at in December. The committee has beavered
away putting together a programme of activities to suit all levels
through to the end of June. Hopefully, there is something for everyone
including replacements for the remaining rallies cancelled in Novem-
ber, January and February. All those who had bookings in these rallies
should now have received an email offering them first option for the
places in the new programme.

Included in the activities will be training towards Area competitions,
test training sessions, fun rallies and horse care sessions. Not all of you
will have managed to keep riding throughout lockdown so it is impor-
tant you remember to only join into activities when you feel you and
your pony/horse feel fit and ready. So, use the next few weeks wisely
and start getting your ponies fit and ready for work and we look for-
ward to seeing you all out and about over Easter.

Whilst Winter test training sessions have proved somewhat challeng-

ing this year. We have decided that we will be refunding the balance of

the fee paid for these sessions and Barbara and her team is putting on
alternative ride and care training over the Easter
holidays. We still hope that those who are ready
to be put forward to tests will have the opportu-
nity before the Summer break, with a second
round of tests for the those that are ready in
September/October.

In 2021 all the Pony Club Championships are
moving to Offchurch Bury - on our doorstep!
This is very exciting news and | am sure that as
one of the local branches we will step up to the
task of volunteering our support in whatever
capacity we are needed. More information will
£ come out about what they need nearer the time
but put the dates in your diary and try to keep
some time aside during 13*" to 22" August if you
can.
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find all the dates later in this programme. Registration is now open on
Unity if you wish to be considered for any of the dressage, show jump-
ing or eventing teams. The 2020 sport rule books remain valid for 2021
but should be read in conjunction with the new 2021 eligibility rules
published on the main PC website. If you have any queries, please do
get in contact with the respective sport manager.

One of the first questions that many of you ask me is - Will there be
camps this year? Well, the answer is yes, it is looking increasingly likely
that we will be able to hold residential camps. At this stage we are
making plans and we hope that by the beginning of May we will be
able to reveal camp details. To help with your summer planning we
can announce some provisional camp dates that we are working
round. Junior camp will be 27 to 29 July and Senior camp will be
week commencing August 1%,

During our time in lockdown we have said goodbye to Jacqui Fulton
and her family who have moved out of our area and have transferred to
the Heythrop branch. We wish her and her family well in their new
home. | would like to take this opportunity to thank her for all her hard
work as our dressage manager over the last few years. Thank you to
Dawn Guyatt who volunteered to step into her shoes as our new Dres-
sage Manager and ask you all to support her while she is starting up in
her new role.

Whilst on the subject of volunteering, we are desperately in need of
more parents stepping forward to run rallies and just generally getting
more involved. Please don't be frightened at coming forward, we will
give guidance as to what is required and support you throughout the
process. If you would like to know more about
being rally organiser or perhaps you have a good
idea for a rally please contact any of the commit-
tee, we would love to hear from you. It may not
sound like a lot to ask, but if each parent were to
run just one rally a year this would spread the
workload tremendously. If you feel running a rally
is just too daunting, then there are plenty of other
jobs that need doing to help keep the branch run-
ning. Perhaps you could tow equipment trailers,
organise courses, repair fences or make refresh-
ments? The list is endless - whatever skills you can
offer your help would be much appreci-

ated. Please come forward and chat to us, volun-
teering is rewarding and vital to the future of the
branch. It is time for the next generation of par-
ents to step forward and start shaping the branch
they want their children to be part of.

Thank you to all those have already renewed their
membership, but for those that haven't as yet
please renew your membership before booking
into any rallies. | look forward to seeing lots of you
out over the coming months.



