Social Licensing – Achievement Badge

Social licensing is what an audience considers to be a positive and acceptable thing. In terms of horse riding and handling, it is that the horse appears to be happy doing what it is being asked to do, by a rider or handler who is kind and considerate towards the horse, so the audience views the activity in a good way.
An example would be 2 different rounds of showjumping, one in which a quiet rider, does a clean round on a horse with it’s ears pricked. The opposite would be a rider whipping their horse around a course, kicking and shouting, whilst the horse looked uncomfortable and unwilling. It shows the same sport in 2 very different ways.
An example of handling behaviour that could go against social licensing if handled incorrectly might be if your horse bites you whilst doing up his girth. Good behaviour would be to ignore this behaviour or gently, but firmly say no. Bad behaviour would be to hit him in the head.
Can you give 2 other ridden examples of what might appear to be bad riding?



And 2 non-ridden examples?



If an activity becomes socially unacceptable i.e. loses it’s social license, it can lead to it being deemed cruel and banned. An example of this is fox hunting. It is therefore important that we are aware of how people may judge us and do what we can to prevent riding being shown in a bad way.
Give some examples of circumstances in which the following may be seen as unacceptable…
Horse racing:


Dressage:


Pony Club Rally:


Are there any sports involving animals that you think should be banned and why?




Rank the following options from 1-3 in terms of which is the best behaviour, 1 being the best option.
Your pony won’t load into the horsebox…
Get someone behind him with a lunge whip and give him a few taps to get him in.
Get 2 people behind him with a lunge line and to push him in.
Take your time, moving him one step at a time and rewarding him until he is in and then  work on loading at home over the coming weeks.

You’re out hacking and your pony is frightened of stepping over a small stream …
Whip him on both sides to encourage him to go forwards.
Ask someone else to drag him over it.
Get another pony to give him a lead over it, calmly encouraging him with your voice.

You love doing mounted games but your pony is frightened of flapping flags …
You just can’t get him near them, so you give up and decide games aren’t for you.
Leave the flags for today and focus on the things you can do, then at home introduce flags in his normal environment, whilst feeding, in the field, stable etc so he learns they are ok.
Take control by being really firm with your reins and legs, you might not be able to do the flag race, but your pony knows who is the boss.





Give some further examples of socially unacceptable behaviour around horses.






People take photographs and record us whilst handling horses and riding sometimes. If our behaviour towards the horse looks bad it has a negative impact on the general public’s perception of horse riding. The footage released of Charlotte Du Jardin before the Olympics is an example of this.
Can you research this event and talk about why it was socially unacceptable and the impact it had on her and horse riding?







What behaviour looks good in a photograph or recording?





