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HEYTHROP HUNT PONY CLUB 2026

Notes for parents and persons with parental responsibility for HHPC members at rallies

Dear Parent, Guardian/Carer 
Welcome to HHPC rallies, we are here to help you!
It is the role of the Pony Club to provide children and young people with the opportunity to develop a lifelong love of horses through fun, friendship, horsemanship and sport.  To promote good practice, welfare and respect to others and do our best to ensure everybody’s safety and to teach through structured training, tests, competitions in a safe environment.  Riding and handling horses is a high-risk sport/activity. When signing up to a HHPC rally, you are acknowledging that you accept this.  Whilst Rally Organisers and Coaches will do their best to ensure the safety of members and anyone else attending a rally, please remember that EVERYONE has a responsibility to ensure that the environment is as safe as possible. 
CODES OF CONDUCT for:
Parents and persons with parental responsibility here 
Members here 
When you sign up for a rally, training session or any HHPC event, you are therefore agreeing to the above codes of conducts and to the following – please read to the end of this document. 
· Members must always wear a protective hat when mounted. All hats must be tagged with a PINK tag obtained from the PC/Riding Club/British Eventing. This indicates that a hat meets the accepted standards, this is a PC insurance requirement. A member with an untagged hat will not be allowed to ride. Fixed peak hats are not allowed to be worn when riding XC. FOR FULL PONY CLUB HAT RULES please see here.  INDIVIDUAL SPORTS MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL RULES – PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVANT RULE BOOK.
· Back protectors are compulsory for cross country and pony racing, even jumping a small log in training and competition.  They are recommended for Show Jumping.  They must have the BETA 2018 Level 3 standard (blue & black label). Anything before this date is unacceptable. FOR FULL PONY CLUB BODY PROTECTOR RULES please see here. 
· PC rules require hair to be tied up and back (preferably in a hairnet) and secure, in a safe manner to reduce the risk of hair being caught and to prevent scalp injuries.  INDIVIDUAL SPORTS MAY HAVE ADDITIONAL RULES – PLEASE CHECK THE RELEVANT SPORT RULE BOOK
· Wearing jewellery whilst handling or riding a horse/pony is not recommended.  To reduce the chance of injury, the following must be removed: All necklaces, bracelets (except medical bracelets), large or dangling jewellery including items attached to piercings. & earrings).  Wristwatches, wedding rings, stock pin worn horizontally and a tie clip.  For XC it is advised to remove stock pins.  If a member chooses to wear any other type of jewellery at a Pony Club rally, training session or event, such as stud earrings, it is at their own or their parent/guardian risk.
· Members should wear clean jodhpurs that are beige/cream/white/dark coloured and a branch polo shirt/sweatshirt. If members do not yet have HHPC polo shirt etc, they can wear a plain green/navy/black/brown polo shirt and jumper. 
· HOODIES/HOODED COATS are NOT to be worn for any ridden activity as these are not safe to wear when riding.
· HHPC branded clothing is available to purchase from Wreal Sports, Bourton on the Water or online   Please note that they do not carry stock, you are welcome to visit the shop to try on items for size but then order. https://wrealsports.co.uk/ 
· Clean riding boots & dark coloured chaps, if worn. 
· Members wishing to wear spurs must have successfully completed the Pony Club C+ riding test or the Pony Club Spurs Test. FULL RULES here 
· Members may use a whip (restricted to 102cm in length measured to the tassel) or a non padded baton (max length 70cm but not less than 45cm). 

USE OF THE WHIP
Please be aware that for all Pony Club activities you can only use the same whip as for British Show jumping.
Riders may not hit their horse or pony before the start of the course in a competition and may be eliminated for doing so at the Judge’s discretion.
A whip, if carried, must be held in the hand by the handle with the handle at the top. The whip must be “padded” and comply with the current British Showjumping rule (BS Members Handbook, full wording is available to view online at www.britishshowjumping.co.uk).
Key Points:
· The maximum length of the “Whip” is 70cm and must be no less than 45cm.
· The “Contact area”, is considered to be two fifths of the overall length of the “Whip” and must be covered with a “Pad”.
· There must be no “binding” within 17 centimetres of the end of the “Pad”.
· The “Pad” must be smooth, with no protrusion or raised surface, and be made of shock absorbing material throughout its circumference such that it gives a compression factor of at least 6mm.
· There is to be no wording, advertising or personalisation of any kind on the “Pad”.
· Before buying any whip, please check with the retailer that it is BS compliant.



· Specific sports have different rules for the size and type of whip permitted. These are detailed in respective rulebooks. However, at all times, the whip must only be used:
· For a good reason, as an aid to encourage the horse forward.
· At an appropriate time, namely when the horse is reluctant to go forward under normal aids of seat and legs.
· In the right place, namely down the shoulder or behind the leg but never overarm.
· With appropriate severity.
· No more than twice for any one incident.
· Excessive use of the whip anywhere at an event will result in disqualification:
· Use of the whip to vent a competitor’s anger is always excessive.
· Use of a whip which causes injury eg. broken skin or a weal, is always excessive.
· Use after elimination or retirement is always excessive.
· Use on a horse’s head, neck etc. is always excessive.
· Using the whip from the ground after a rider fall or dismount is always excessive.
· If the rider’s arm comes above the shoulder when using the whip, this is always excessive

TACK
· Ensure that all tack is clean and fits your horse/pony, that it is comfortable, safe and suitable for purpose.  No stitching is worn and stirrups are the appropriate size for the rider’s boots – 7 mm clearance either side of the boot. Stirrup rules here. 
SADDLES

· It is important that saddles are in a good state of repair, properly fitted and suitable for the purpose of which they are intended. Regular checks for suitable fit can be carried out by professionals.
· Treeless and total contact saddles are permitted to be used for general riding to support horse and pony welfare. 
· Tack inspections are routinely carried out at events and the organisers may prohibit participation in the event if they consider the tack to be inadequate or unsuitable. Specific sport rules are detailed in respective rulebooks

BRIDLES AND BITING

· It is important that bridles are in a good state of repair, properly fitted and suitable for the purpose of which they are intended. 
· Bitless bridles are permitted for training and rallies. Specific rules for bridles and biting for all sports can be found in the respective sports rulebooks

· Dress and tack rules here FOR INDIVIDUAL DISCIPLINES, PLEASE SEE THE RELEVANT RULE BOOK.

VACCINATION RULES 

· Horses/ponies are vaccinated annually against flu and tetanus, in accordance with PC rules.  SEE here FOR CURRENT PONY CLUB VACCCINATION RULES 
· Equine passports should be with you at all times when travelling horses/ponies. 

GENERAL INFORMATION

· Horses/ponies should be presented as clean as possible.  We appreciate that ponies living out in the winter cannot be bathed but mud can be brushed off, hoof oil on clean and picked out feet, manes and tails tidy etc. 
· Ponies/horses must be tied up inside lorries/trailers. 
· Any horse/pony tied up outside MUST be supervised at all times. 
· Haynets are not to be tied up outside lorries and trailers. 
· Make sure you pick up ALL droppings and taken them home with you. 
· Please be aware of your surroundings, there may be farm machinery, moving vehicles etc and other hazards in and around the car park area at the rally venues.  All children should be supervised at all times.  There is no access to HHPC members to any farm buildings/farm vehicles/livery yards etc at any venue are 
· Any children attending a rally who are not riding MUST kept in your sight at all times, be watched in the car park and surrounding areas.  They must NOT enter any surrounding buildings, climb any machinery, run around, wave sticks, climb fences, jumps or any other equipment that we are allowed to use, or do anything that may spook the horses/ponies. 
· Dogs should be left at home.   
· For XC rallies, you are welcome to come a watch your child, but please keep your distance from the riding group and be aware of other riders on the course at all times.
· Individual discipline rule books are available to purchase from Amazon or to download from the Pony Club website https://pcuk.org//pony-club-rule-books/

REASONABLE ADJUSTMENT
At the HHPC, we want every child to feel happy, supported and able to enjoy everything that the Pony Club has to offer.  We understand that some children may need a little extra support to take part fully.
What is reasonable adjustment?
A reasonable adjustment is a small change or a bit of extra support to help your child take part on a level playing field.  This might be for things like:
Injury or physical conditions, learning differences (e.g. dyslexia, dyspraxia), anxiety or confidence, neurodiversity (eg autism), medical or sensory needs, communication or language needs
It’s about removing barriers – not lowering standards.
What support might look like
Every child is different, but support might include: 
Clear information in advance, extra time or flexible timings, a caller or additional help at competitions, smaller groups or quieter environments, instructions broken down more clearly.  Often it is the small things that made the biggest difference.
How to request support
Request and complete a personal profile to share a few details about your child and what would support would help them at rallies, competitions etc.  All forms and request should be sent to us and the more notice we have, the better we can support your child.  We’ll always do our best to help where we can. 
We understand that this is personal information and we will keep it confidential, share is only with those who need to know and use it only to support your child.  
For information regarding the Pony Club’s Reasonable Adjustment policy, please click on the link here


If there is anything you need to discuss about your child or yourself, we ask that you do it in a respectful way and please remember that our District Commissioners, Committee and rally organisers/helpers are all volunteers helping to provide opportunities for you. 
FINALLY, WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU. COME AND HAVE FUN AND MAKE FRIENDS! 
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