PONY CLUB AREA 8 TEST GUIDELINES FOR ORGANISERS, TRAINERS EXAMINERS AND CANDIDATES

INTRODUCTION
The following are the guidelines adopted by Area 8 for efficiency tests.  

Please make sure candidates and examiners are aware of each syllabus; training tools and all syllabi are available on The Pony Club web-site.  Please encourage members to use Ponyprep on pcuk.org as part of their test preparation.

F to D+
These tests are run by Branches.  
An examiner should be used with suitable experience.  Examiners  should have a thorough knowledge of the current syllabus and standard.  It is recommended that where possible an examiner has attended a standard setting course in the last three years. Standard setting training will be available in Area 8 in 2015 arranged by Bryan Adams bryan@moat-farm.co.uk

Ideally the examiner will be different from the instructor preparing candidates for the test. Examiners can 'observe' a lesson at a rally as part of the riding test rather than a formal test. 

Please encourage your senior members (B test holders over 18, with Instructor training and experience) to  become involved in these tests, as we need a pool of examiners to come through the ranks. 

The test is a whole; failure of any part (horse care or riding) constitutes failure of the whole. 

Test fees are set by the branch.

C
This test is run by the branch.
An examiner of suitable experience should be used. Ideally not the same person who has prepared the candidates. 

It is expected that candidates present as for an inter-branch competition, suitably dressed and plaited. 

Candidates own ponies are used for the care section. 

Candidates must be mounted on a pony/horse which is capable of carrying out the syllabus requirements. 

It is a whole test and failure of on part (care or riding) constitutes failure of the whole test.

            Examiners will require a safe field with a few jumps up to 2'6". 
For care a grooming kit, a tail bandage and a pony with tack is required.

Test fees are set by the branch.

C+
This test is normally run by the branch. 
There should be two examiners one of whom is appointed by the branch and one is to be an external B test examiner appointed by the central area co-ordinator (Helen Sida-Page 01986788000 sida.account@netcom.co.uk).  Please give Helen at least five weeks notice of your test, so that she can arrange an examiner.

Candidates must be mounted on animals capable of performing the requirements of the test. Candidates must be properly prepared.  
Turnout  to a high standard as for inter-branch competitions is required and candidates whose turnout is considered incorrect in a safety aspect will be failed. 

The organiser will need to provide:-
A safe open space
A marked dressage arena
A course of show jumps (examiners are not to be expected to build the course)
A few cross country fences

The care section will be examined from the syllabus.

It is expected that the following will be provided:
Two ponies in a safe environment; these can be candidates ponies/horse as long as they are good to handle.  It is perfectly acceptable for the care horse to be secured in a stable, pen or tied to the side of a lorry provided their behaviour is safe for candidates to handle.  (If tied to the side of a lorry/trailer they must be supervised by a suitable adults at all times).
A grooming kit
A selection of feed stuffs
A selection of rugs both indoor and out door
A tail bandage
Some farriers tools
A selection of bits, suitable for use at any Pony Club activity
Tack for the two horses provided
Travelling kit to include both leg wraps/boots and bandages

Failure of one section of the test can be 'referred' with the candidate failing a section re-taking that section after a suitable period of training.  In Area 8 we consider a retake should not take place until 2 months after failure of one section to allow time for training. 

A first attempt at C+ must be for the whole test.
 
Test fees are set by the branch

B
This test can be organised by the branch if at least three candidates are available.  Each year Area  8 will organise a test day to facilitate candidates whose branch is unable to run a test.  Please offer spare exam places to Helen Sida Page 01986 788000 or  sida.accounts@netcom.co.uk

B test can be taken as a whole.  If taken in two parts horse-care must be obtained before taking the riding section.

Candidates are required to fill in a nomination form and present it with a copy of their Road Rider Test Certificate.   This Nomination Form shows that the candidate has undertaken appropriate training.  The candidates are up to standard to attempt the test, and they understand that their horses will be ridden by other candidates. The fee must be included with the Nomination Form

The test fee is set by Equestrian Council and can be found in the Year Book.

Branches may also charge a proportion of examiners expenses to candidates. Examiners fees and mileage is set by the Equestrian Council and can be found in the Year book.

Examiners are appointed by the B test co-coordinator (not by the branch).  If branches appoint their own examiners, the test will be void.   Examiners may not test any candidates who they have trained either in branch or privately. 

At the area test it is possible that one examiner will know candidates hence a 'floating' examiner is present to oversee in this situation, so candidates need to know there may be more than two examiners present. There is also the possibility at any test that new examiners will be observing as part of their training.

This is a half day test.  Up to four candidates can be examined at once. Each section should take about 1 1/2 to 2 hours. Thus four full tests should take half a day to complete, and 8 in a full day.

Riding:-
Candidates must be mounted on a horse/pony who is suitable to perform the requirements of the syllabus and suitable to be ridden by  other candidates.  

Any horse the examiners consider unsuitable for the test, may be removed from the test and the candidate will not be able to be examined.

Candidates should present as for inter-branch competitions.  They are advised to make any tack changes between phases as minimal as possible.

Candidates are advised to bring their spurs with them in case they are needed on changing horses.  Examiners are happy to hold these for you but don't forget to collect them at the end!

This is an open area test.  An open field is needed for the flat work with a marked arena. Simple cones or letters are adequate.  (The  use of an enclosed school is not suitable for any  part of the B test, except for the drill ride phase).

A set of show jumps up to 100cm ready built as a course is required. Please ensure your candidates have walked the course prior to the start of the exam.   Examiners are not expected to build the course.

A selection of cross country fences is required, flagged and checked by the host branches safety officer.

Care:-
A minimum of two well behaved horses secured in a suitable environment ( probably a stable) are required.
A selection of tack – suitable for any Pony Club activity
A selection of bits – suitable for any Pony Club activity
A selection of boots and bandages
A selection of farriers tools
A selection of feed stuffs
The above is the minimum required
Candidates must be thoroughly prepared.  Theywill be expected to handle, load, lead and bandage horses they do not know and as such need to be safety aware and know the appropriate times to wear gloves.
A riding hat should be worn at all times when handling the horses.

There is a leaflet called 'Organisation of the B Test' which will be e-mailed to organisers when they book a test.

If your Branch has a Senior instructor/coach who would be interested in becoming a B test examiner please contact Helen Sida Page to nominate him/her.

Post B (B lunge B+ AH and A)

Training for these senior tests will be organised by the Area Rep and tests for B B+ and AH are also organised by Area.  At times candidates can take up an examination space provided any where in the UK.  Please contact Clare Valori if you have members who wish to be on the training e-mail list as training is organised to suit members requirements.  

If your branch is training candidates for any of these senior tests, please contact Clare Valori by email area8@pcuk.org so that your training can be offered to other senior members in Area 8

[bookmark: _GoBack]These guidelines are to help you, not cause you anxiety.  If you have any questions please contact either Clare or Helen.  Please encourage your members to get onto the Pony Club Training Ladder.  This system is a unique opportunity for Pony Club members.  It is where they can concentrate on learning horsemanship, care and safe reliable riding methods.
